Selectboard Meeting

January 13, 2020
UNAPPROVED
The meeting was called to order at 6:11pm.
Present:  Robert Allen, Gordy Eastman, Jim Peplau, John Fike, Jason Rasmussen, Kevin Kaija, Charlie Kimbell, Annie Rubright, Jean Goldsborough, Tom Kennedy, Steve Strait, Glen Towne and Calista Brennan
Robert started the meeting asking if there were changes to the agenda. No changes.
Minutes of the December 9, 2019 Selectboard’s minutes were approved as printed. Jean asked how corrections to the minutes were handled.  Robert said that if there were correction they would be made at this time and then approved with the corrections.
Treasurer’s Report: As of 12/31/19, Expenses were $119,628.31, Revenue was $24,612.11, and the balance in Mascoma is $887,506.53. Delinquent taxes for 2017, 2018 and 2019 are $49,208.49. Jim moved to approve and Gordy seconded.  Calista stated that delinquent taxes were down from this amount as a couple of small ones had paid in full.  Report is accepted.  
Action Items:














A) Town Plan Adoption:  A Public Hearing was held, with no questions or comments regarding the proposed Town Plan. Jim made a motion to adopt the Town Plan, Gordy seconded.  The Town Plan was adopted 1-13-2020.
B) VLCT Cannabis Resolution Relating to S.54:  Charlie was here to talk about S.54 relating to regulation of recreational cannabis.  This is now in the House Ways & Means Committee to talk about how to tax the sale of recreational use of cannabis.  There are several proposals in both the House and Senate.  VLCT has put a resolution out hoping that Towns would ‘opt in’ to have more control over what would happen in their community.  There was a lot of discussion on what this would mean for Reading. The Selectboard is not ready to sign the resolution at this point in time, but informed Charlie that they were in favor of ‘opting in’ rather than ‘opting out’ so that Reading would have more control over the establishment and the selling of cannabis.
C) Green Space Committee: Annie and Jean were here to give an update the budget request and what the committee wants to see happen.  They have done a lot of fundraising to help pay for the improvements.  This year the focus will be on seeding, and fertilizing the grounds, getting a sign, some plants and possible a shade tree.  They are continuing to have fundraisers in the coming year, with the Maple Cook-off and breakfast items for sale at the Town Meeting.  The goal is to get this done and then just be able to maintain the park.  Mowing will be discussed at a later date.
D) Solid Waste Management: Tom Kennedy was here to ask if Reading would be willing to do a proxy vote at the quarterly meetings.  He will send the paperwork necessary to start that process.  Tom also mentioned that the Solid Waste Management District has received a grant to help establish a hazardous household waste center that would be open weekly rather than having one or two collection days annually. More information will be coming in future months.
E) Listers Grand List Report: John Fike presented the board with the yearend report. The bottom line was an increase in property value from July to Dec of $2,237.00.  Jim moved to approve the report, Gordy seconded.  The report was approved.
F) Highways:  Glen said they are still getting sand and would be grading roads this week from the warm up over the weekend.  There are no major truck issues, however the Western Star is still having power problems when fully loaded and plowing. He will be calling Patriot Motors about the reprogramming that was done on the Western Star, to see if they can do anything else.
G) Fire Dept:  Gary was not here to report.
H) Sign Town Meeting Warning: Today was the last day for petitions to be handed in to get on the appropriations.  The warning was available and signed by the Selectboard.  
I) Other: Robert received a letter from Woodstock Ambulance stating that the amount for ambulance coverage in the Curtis Hollow area more than doubled from previous years. This is not a huge expense to the Town but was a huge increase in one year.  
Readings Local Hazzard Mitigation Plan is due to expire in a couple years. The Town has signed a certification that indicates we would be able to cover the 25% matching funds if awarded the FEMA Hazard Mitigation Assistance Grant if the 25% local match share is not provided by a State Grant.   
Kevin asked about live streaming meeting so that more people could be involved.  More information is needed about this before a decision can be made.
The Selectboard signed the Certificate of Highway Mileage for the Agency of Transportation.
The meeting adjourned at 7:28pm 
                Next Selectboard meeting will be on Monday, February 10, 2019.
Respectfully Submitted,   
Calista N Brennan, Town Clerk

