Reading Recreation Commission Meeting
Town Hall
1/20/2015
6:00 p.m.
Minutes (draft)

Attendance: Kevin Barnes, Chair, Diane Moore, Treasurer, Chris Titus, Secretary
Visitor: Esther Allen, Lisa Morrison, Katy Savage (VT Standard), Karl Hanson, Jane Cleveland, * David McCabe, Suzette de Nobrig (came in after meeting was in progress)


Meeting was called to order at 6:01 by Kevin Barnes.  Asked at this time if any changes were needed to the agenda.  Chris Titus made motion to the agenda item in old business called mowing budget to read as Bartley Field with section a) Maintenance, b) Update from December 8, 2014 Select Board meeting and to be moved to the first item. Seconded by Diane Moore. Motion passes.

Presidents report: Kevin stated that this is the same as Old Business so it will be discussed at that time.

Secretary's Report:  Kevin made a motion to accept the minutes from the September 16, 2014 meeting as presented.  Diane seconds.  Motion passes.

Treasurer's Report: Diane reported that the "Rec" ledger has a balance of $540.41 and the "Friends & Neighbors Committee's" balance is $8,023.95.  Chris moves to accept the Treasurer's Report as presented.  Kevin seconded. Motion passes.

Old Business
Bartley Field
	a)  Maintenance:  Calista Brennan, Town Clerk, informed us that the mowing invoice has gone over the Bartley Field mowing fund and if we could assist with the difference.  That amount was not presented to us so the matter was table until it is. It was suggested to Calista to ask the Selectboard to increase the amount in the mowing fund for the next season.  There will be a  gap since the new budget does not come into effect until July 1st.  Also, the power is still on due to it reconnecting fees being more that than the monthly bill.
[bookmark: _GoBack]	b)  Chris represented the Commission at the December 8, 2014 Select board meeting to address the Bartley Use agenda item.  A petition was given to the Select board signed by 13 residents requesting to re-open Bartley Field to residents & their dogs for year round recreational and leisure activities.  After a long discussion at that meeting, the Select Board supported the decisions of the Recreation Commission but would like to have the members review the petition since it had not been presented to the Commission, respond and have a discussion at the next Commission meeting, although recognizing that there was a September Commission meeting that no one attended to address this issue. Chris then read the response from the Commission to the Selectboard. It stated that the Commission strongly agree that Bartley Field is an athletic field for all  but uphold the actions taken to preserve the field for that use which include no dogs on the field, no receptacles (take in, take out) and "winterizing" the field.  The field will remained locked for the winter months.  As to other issues in the petition such as placing  receptacles in the village, is not relevant to the use of Bartley Field and not a Commission issue. Also stated in the response, the Commission recognized the question, "where can a dog owner go to walk or play with their dog?"  The Commission suggested the Recreational Space behind the school which has a walking path and is not under the direction of the Commission.  At this time Kevin stated that this issue has been addressed at four meetings and that the Select board upheld the use of Bartley Field as an athletic field and that no dogs are permitted on the field and opened the meeting to any comments.  Jane Cleveland stated that it seemed that doo poop issue was cleaned up and that the offenders were gone. Chris stated that it be clear that the purpose of this discussion was strictly for the use of Bartley Field and that issues in the village needed to be directed to the Selectboard.  Diane restated the alternative presented of the Recreational Space behind the school.  Kevin stated that a lot of volunteer time was put in to restore the field to acceptable use.  In the Spring of 2014 the field was in such bad shape that it could not be used for the annual Easter Egg Hunt due to dog feces and that he was mowing himself while the town was getting bids for the mowing and that the maintenance of the field is an expense covered by the Commission not tax payers.  There is a limited mowing budget and that's it.*  Chris explained to the new visitors the VT open meeting laws and how an agenda can be changed in the beginning of the meeting.  Karl Hanson stated that he would like to have a second chance where they could clean up but Diane stated again to look into the alternative that has been suggested.  David McCabe questioned why the field would be closed for 7 months and why.  It was explained that these issues have been discussed at length at four different meetings and that the Commission was ready to discuss this issue in September and that there were no visitors present at that meeting.  Suzette stated that she had called the select board members and Chris and that they had no idea about the field being locked and that is was about playing politics and that Kevin had made the decision himself.  Chris made a point of order to the Chair and asked to move the agenda which Diane seconded.  So moved and the discussion closed.

Paul Robbins Community Service Award:  Chris made a motion to move $5,000 of the Friends & Neighbors Committee ledger to establish a separate Paul Robbins Community Service Award Fund.  Kevin seconded.  Diane has been looking into an interest bearing account that we can still take out $500 per year to award.

Storage of RFN property:  After hoeing out both the stuff at the Amsden barn and the Miner Diner, we were able to get everything into the "diner".

Weston Little School borrowed the duck games for a fund raiser and were very appreciative.

Fight Night Wrap up:  Close to 100 kids, pumpkin contest worked well at the Library and the dance, Monster Mash, was a fun addition.  Written thank you's went to all.  Great crew in the kitchen, judging and in the event itself.  Nice coverage by the Standard, some great pictures.  Still a lot of work for three people to set up.  This year it is on a Saturday.

Caroling Party:  On December 19 we cosponsored a caroling event with the Library.  First gathered at the Library and then set out to sing in the village and deliver poinsettias to the elderly for the Giving Project.  Tony P , librarian, worked with Chris to develop promotional material and the song books.  Goodies were donated and Santa came by for visit after Tony read a story.  Nice turn out of families and picked up singers along the way.  Written thank you's sent out by Tony.
   
New Business
Byrne Foundation Letter:  Diane had brought to our attention about Byrne Foundation in September to write a letter of request for the "Rec."  Chris made a motion for a draft letter to be completed for the next meeting for review. Diane seconded. Motion passed.

Community Talent Night:  Diane mentioned that she is getting asked when the date was going to be for this event.  Will look in to Saturday, March 28.  There will be a raffle of three gift baskets that we will have to secure donations for and the ice cream sundae bar during intermission.  Chris will manage the show and set up rehearsal dates and put out a call for stars.

Easter Egg Hunt: Saturday, April 4 at Bartley Field if weather permits.

Ducky Derby: Date for Old Home Day is July 5th.  Need to secure replacement ducks even if have to contact the company.  Kevin will work on getting some.  Will need to start working on prizes and the kayak was a big hit like the grill and tablet.

Other Business
None to discuss

Diane made a motion to adjourn. Seconded by Chris. Meeting adjourned at 6:54 p.m.

Submitted by

Christina M. Titus

