[bookmark: _GoBack]Reading Recreation Commission Meeting
Town Hall
5/4/2016
6:30 p.m.
Minutes (draft)

Attendance: Diane Moore, Treasurer, Chris Titus, Secretary
Visitor: Calista Brennan, Karl Hansen, Jane Cleveland, Lisa Morrison, Nina Salvatore, Tom Baumann and Stephen Titus

Meeting was called to order at 6:34 p.m. by Chris Titus. 

Chris added an item to the agenda  during new business regarding creating a Paul Robbins Community Service Award Committee 

Presidents report:  No report due to the resignation of Kevin Barnes who was the President.  Kevin handed his keys to Calista after another incident at Bartley Field regarding dog feces on the field even though it is clearly stated that dogs are not allowed on the field.  A letter was regretfully accepted by the Selectboard at the  April meeting.  The Rec Commission has not seen a copy of the letter.  Bartley Field was locked at the request of the Selectboard.

Secretary's Report:  Chris made a motion to accept the minutes from the February 8, 2016 meeting as presented.  Diane seconds.  Motion passes.  

Treasure's Report: Diane reported that the "Rec" ledger has a balance of $63.10 and the "Friends & Neighbors Committee's" balance is $2,375.14.  She wondered if we should move some money in to the Rec to pay the electric for Bartley. Chris made a motion to move $300 to the Rec.  Diane seconds. Motion passes. Chris motion to accept the Treasurer's Report as presented.  Diane seconded. Motion passes. Calista spoke to the mowing at Bartley field being over budget again this year and that a new budget will not start until July 1st , 2016.  

Old Business
Talent Night was held on March 19th with about 75 in attendance.  It was the last one that Chris & Diane will organize.  Schuyler  Benoit and Brandy Murray expressed interest for running  it next year. 

Easter Egg Hunt was held Saturday, March 29 at Bartley Field which was in good shape.  It was a nice sunny day and about 60 participants had 1,290 stuffed eggs to gather.  Again, this is the last one that Chris and Diane will organize.

Ducky Derby is on July 3rd this year.  It is going to be a challenge to get through this event without Kevin as he helped with prize solicitation, permission for use from Newhall, preparation of the start and finish line, the "catch" for the ducks and selling tickets at the parade and the "duck" for the parade.  Tom & Stephen said they would help with the finish, catch and wrangling.  Prize solicitation needs to happen this month with tickets sales starting ideally June 1 for presale. Calista will sell tickets out of the Town Hall again.  We discussed 10th year t-shirts.  So there is a fair amount of work to do.  Lisa Morrison asked about getting donations and will stay in contact with Diane.  The other details for the event will be done by email.  Informer deadline is May 15th.


New Business
Paul Robbins Community  Service Award  applications are available at the Town office and on the town website.  WUHS also has made the Reading seniors aware of the award.   Deadline is May 20th.  Chris made a motion to create the Paul Robbins Community  Service Award Committee which would consist of five (5) members  to manage the fund along with the application and selection process. Diane seconded. Motion passed.  Members appointed: Chris Titus, Esther Allen, Calista Brennan, Nina Salvatore and Diane Moore is pending.

A special request was received by a student, Kennedy Moore, for assistance with tuition for the Governor's Institute program that she was accepted to attend this summer.  Chris decided to support this student with a $200 donation. Diane abstained.

Tom Baumann and Stephen Titus presented and idea of music festival at Bartley Field this summer that would be a fund raiser for the field and/or the Food Shelf.  Chris suggested that they present their idea to the Selectboard as they decided at the April meeting to leave the gate locked with the resignation of Kevin Barnes due to the misuse of the field again with dog feces found on the field. Mowing as a part of the contract for the town properties will not begin again until July 1 when the new budget for mowing the field  begins.  Chris offered to help with preparing a presentation.  Other questions were asked about the field and Chris again, suggested that it be addressed at a Selectboard meeting.

Diane made a motion to adjourn. Seconded by Chris. Meeting adjourned at 7:06 p.m.

Submitted by

Christina M. Titus

