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June 5, 2018 – 7 pm
Present – Steve Strait, Ken Cox, Becky Basch, Kathy Callan-Rondeau
Guests – Jason Rasmussen, SWCRPC, Kurt Voight
1) Minutes of May 7, 2018 – Steve made a motion to accept the minutes as posted on the town website, Becky seconded the motion, all were in favor
2) SWCRPC news – Jason reported that there is a public hearing on the regional energy plan on June 25th at noon at Martin Memorial Hall in Ascutney. If no substantial changes are proposed at the public hearing, the board will adopt the plan. If approved, the RPC plan will have weight in public service board review of alternative energy projects. 
3) Draft Energy Plan – Jason emailed a draft of the enhanced energy plan for Reading that includes data on Reading’s energy usage and goals for helping the state to achieve energy conservation and 90% renewable energy production by 2050.  PC members discussed the following:
a. 17 commercial establishments in Reading? Jason said data was from the VT Dept of Labor Statistics
b. Section B - Current energy use – 25% of remaining energy needs to be met by electric – remaining after what?
c. Ken commented that the cost of electric vehicles would have to go down in order to meet the goals of the plan as currently electric vehicles are too expensive for most people to afford them. Jason commented that the model assumes decrease in electric usage for everything but electric vehicles and heat pumps.
d. Does the Current (bus service) serve Reading? Jason thought it was a “dial a ride” service. Also we have RSVP
e. LEAP model – created by Efficiency Vermont – Steve commented that the model may be ambitious for rural VT in terms of transportation as most people are reliant on cars
f. Projected # of cars -  Steve asked how the # of cars was calculated as 700 by 2050 seems high for Reading. He asked if the model assumes a certain rate of growth.  Jason will look at the formula. 
g. Heating units – Each heat pump is considered a heating unit. Becky asked about more efficient wood heating systems. Jason will look into whether these are wood chip boilers or more efficient wood stoves. If wood stoves, the projected numbers seem low.
h. Section D – Steve commented that this section says home heating is primarily fossil fuels but the data shows that the majority of households in Reading heat with wood
i. D 1.2 – Efficient buildings – Steve commented that there are several different types of energy codes listed and it seems like a lot for VT and the paragraph is too reliant on links to other sources. Becky suggested that a brief explanation of each code would be helpful. Steve commented that Residential Building Energy Standards should be cited.
j. D.4.6 – Paragraph needs to be rewritten. 
k. Locations for solar and wind– need to be close to 3-phase power lines – there is a limited amount of land close to 3-phase power 
l. D 4 – p 12 – Jason said that the estimate is that 8 acres of land is needed for solar to generate 1 Megawatt (MW) of power, but he has seen that the actual land area is closer to 4-5 acres per megawatt. Total acreage needed to meet Reading’s needs is 54 acres. Jason said that the estimate is that about 1 megawatt of power could be generated from rooftops in Reading, so the remaining 7 MW would have to come from larger solar fields.
m. Power line relocation – Jason said that GMP is working on relocating power lines to make them more accessible from the road, but he did not know about any additional 3-phase lines being installed.
n. Potential solar site – old mine area in Hammondsville (behind quarry)
o. Wind – Jason asked how the about large scale wind? Ken said he went to Lowell mountain – biggest impact was road system and what happens to the ridge above. Blades have to be brought up on big trucks. Jason commented that the areas for prime wind on the map are same as wildlife travel corridor.  Members commented that residential scale wind is OK but commercial would be a large impact in a sensitive area. 
p. Becky commented that it would be great to find a site for a solar farm that could at least power the municipal buildings and provide community solar.
q. Steve commented that this chapter will affect a lot of the other Town Plan chapters. He said that we probably won’t be able to finalize the chapter until we send out a public survey or have a public meeting. Jason handed out the Chester energy survey. Steve commented that location is important, and we should try to come up with some potential locations for solar and possibly wind.
r. Steve commented that this chapter will replace the energy chapter in the Town Plan. He suggested that some of the elements could be eliminated from the other chapters. 
4) Town Plan survey –Steve asked members to come up with survey questions that would help with updating the Town Plan chapters. 
5) Selectboard public hearing on zoning – Steve proposed that the Planning Commission review the boundaries of the zoning districts again at the July meeting in accordance with the discussion at the last Selectboard meeting. He asked that Planning Commission members look again at the proposed zoning districts compared to the current district boundaries to see what changed. We will discuss the proposed map at the next meeting and then start the public hearing pocess again in order to adopt the proposed bylaws. Steve asked the Selectboard at their last meeting if there was anything else they were concerned with and they said that they did not have any other concerns. Jason will bring a big map and a projected map of the zoning districts for discussion. Ken asked if we could ID the lots in question so that he could participate in the discussion. 
6) Water/Sewer Committee –  Becky said that Bob Allen had suggested that the water/sewer committee and Village Center Committee (possibly the same committee) either be a subcommittee of the Planning Commission or be a separate committee appointed by the Selectboard. Steve commented that the Planning Commission will be busy working on the Town Plan so might be better to have it be a separate committee designated by the SB. 
7) Next meeting – July 9th to avoid week of July 4th. PC members should come up with survey questions for the next meeting – for our chapters and for the Energy chapter.
8) Adjournment - Kathy moved, Steve seconded, meeting adjourned at 8:45 pm
Respectfully Submitted,
Becky Basch, Secretary
