
Reading Planning Commission Meeting
June 1, 2020 – Virtual Meeting via Zoom
Unapproved minutes

Present: Stephen Strait (Chair), Ken Cox, Kevin Kaija, Kurt Voight, Kathy Callan-Rondeau, Jason Rasmussen (SWCRPC), Jean Goldsborough (Recorder). 

The meeting was called to order at 7:25 pm.
[bookmark: _GoBack]The link to view the meeting is https://drive.google.com/file/d/1_wONzpK7hk2hdi_8pzuZVh2XbOqxpdhE/view?usp=sharing

NOTE: Numbers in parentheses are the approximate time in the Zoom session the topic began discussion.

Agenda

1. No changes to the Agenda.

2. No changes to the March 9, 2020 minutes.  Steve approved the minutes of that meeting as is.

3. Reports: (5:35)
a. Mail and email – Jason sent Steve hard copies of the Zoning Ordinance.  Steve will distribute those at some point.
b. Regional Planning Commission - No real updates from Jason. He says email is the best way to communicate with the office since everyone is working remotely.  The budget is a bit uncertain, too, with COVID.  It’s a wait and see what happens.
c. Energy Committee - Kevin was not available to comment in the beginning of the meeting.

4. Update on the Hall Foundation footbridge project: (9:25) Ken reported the applicants had all other permits, but the parking area specs were not within the zoning minimums.  They were asked to make revisions and then we would reschedule – but he hasn’t heard from either Bob or the Hall Art Foundation since.  Foundation is closed for the rest of the year so it is assumed this is no longer urgent.

5. Discuss Town Plan chapter drafts. Jason shared his screen so we could view the chapter work.

a. Chapter 3, Transportation – (12:38)
· Town Hall parking to improve Tyson Road intersection visibility.  Ken commented (and there was consensus) is that the larger issue is more the corner of the store.  The clause in the Plan can stay as is, but it is felt that the Selectboard should address the visibility issue, perhaps by speaking with the store owners.
· Minimizing traffic shortcuts along Puckerbrush – Ken suggests insert “North” for Puckerbrush as that’s where the shortcut is.  Enforcement doesn’t seem visible there. The problem is not that it is used as a shortcut but speeding so the text is modified to reflect that. 
· Removal of the Irene paragraph here and photo of Niagra St. (used more appropriately elsewhere).
· Some fine tuning to roadside vegetation. References to the forest fragmentation could be removed here but Ken thinks it should be kept in Chapter 2.
· Junk cars – this has been discussed a lot in the past and it really must be addressed as a health concern and there is not much a Town Plan can do to address it.  It could be moved to chapter on Land Use or Housing.
· Public Transportation – consensus for now is to leave the text about the use of The Current in.  Maybe add some text to make residents aware of available transportation services.
· Agreed that the new paragraph regarding telecommuting and expansion of broadband is good.
· Bicycle and Pedestrian – add “roadside” to steep slopes to delineate not in the road itself.
· Goals and Actions – reference needed for erosion inventory in #3.
· Steve requested some way to annotate the changes and comments to reflect the dates of discussion and changes. Otherwise Chapter looks pretty good.
b. Chapter 4, Utilities and Facilities (minus the Education subsection which we will review later as an independent chapter (47:30)
· Now that school is owned by the school district and not the town that Education should have its own chapter and the Education and school text in Chapter 4 can be moved there.
· Where there are percentages drawn from the survey Steve thinks it may be better to use fractions since some of the questions are skipped and the percentages are misleading. This could be explained (with an example) in the beginning of the Plan.
· Town Hall comments – Steve will find out what date the mural was last restored.  The newer text meets everyone’s approval.
· Kurt says be sure we have a statement on the new park that the Green Spaces Committee has developed.
c. New Chapter 5 is Education (57:52): Steve requested a very brief review since this is not on the agenda tonight and would possibly preclude any public comments.  Steve will send the Chapter details to our School Board reps prior to any meeting that this will be discussed.
d. Chapter numbers will change as a result of changes.
e. Economic Development Chapter 9 (1:00:20)
· If anyone thinks of businesses that ought to be added here let Jason know.
· More mention of telecommuting is appropriate in the chapter, highlighting it especially in light of crisis such as the pandemic.
· Added some text to address the new Puddledock Park as well as future opportunities that the RGS may consider.
· Steve thinks it might be good to review the survey responses to be sure the 7 items in this part of the plan are well supported by the responses.  It may or may not be necessary but he will think that through and let us know.
· Some minor changes to text for communications expansions and maintaining the village center for eligible buildings.
· Discussed whether to summarize the important ideas that came from question 40 and where in the Plan should that be addressed.  We decided we should all review Question 40 and think about this please.
· There is a draft form of a summary of the survey results as an appendix.

6.  Jason would like to get the draft and updates out on the website. The July meeting will be on Zoom because it seems to work well.  Work on the Chapters for Education, Housing and Natural Resources.  Everyone look over those before the next meeting. Jason recorded the meeting to the cloud and we will try to download and Jean discussed the possible options for storing the recordings and making them available to the RPC and/or the public.  Steve and Jean will discuss this further and Steve can contact Esther Allen and Calista regarding space on the Town website.  Some brief discussion on the advantages of the virtual meetings which might actually encourage more public input.

7. Kevin announced the Energy Committee did receive the grant of $1,150 to do water testing in the village center.  So the Committee will be meeting soon about going forward with that.

8. Kevin motioned to adjourn, Kurt seconded.  All were in favor. Meeting adjourned 8:54 pm


Next Meeting – Monday July 6th at 7 pm.

Respectfully submitted,	
Jean G. Goldsborough, Recorder

