Selectboard Meeting
July 13, 2020
UNAPPROVED
Meeting held and recorded with use of Zoom for public participation.
The meeting was called to order at 6:00pm.
Present at the Town Hall:  Robert Allen, Gordy Eastman, Jim Peplau, Calista Brennan, Stephen D’Agostino, Mike Coleman, Kevin Kaija and Lisa Kaija – Zoom:  Glen Town and Ann Rubright 
Robert started the meeting asking if there were changes to the agenda. Jim wanted to add ECFIBER
Minutes of the June 8, 2020 Selectboard meeting was approved as printed.
Treasurer’s Report: As of 6-30-20, Expenses were $60,818.76, Revenue was $6,204.13 and the balance in Mascoma is $462,905.96. Delinquent taxes for 2018 and 2019 are $33,797.10.  Jim moved to approve and Gordy seconded.  Calista stated that a couple of delinquent taxes had paid off.  Robert asked if all delinquent taxes had a payment agreement.  Calista said not all but most of them did.  Report is accepted.  
Action Items:

A) Reading Health Officer Report Covid-19:  Mary wasn’t at the meeting but had sent Robert an email with the up dated numbers in the State and a brief summary of were to get information about non-compliance.  All the information is on the State Dept of Health website.  She also reported about complaints at 20-foot swimming hole and the water quality.  The State is testing the site.   IF IN DOUBT….STAY OUT! Robert also mentioned that he had received an e-mail from the Department of Public Safety regarding the use of masks in public places. Posters will be requested from DPS.
B) Reading ATV/RATS Club: Mike Coleman was here to show the board the new signs that they are replacing on the trails and roads.  The club is cleaning up and or removing the old signs.  The Town has a sign permit that was given to the Zoning Administrator, but he wanted the board to see what they were doing since it involved town roads.  The board approved the signs.  Jim asked about how they handle trouble spots and speed limits.  Mike said that there were 2 signs they could use, 15 MPH and/or 25 MPH, and that they are working with the Game Warden Asa Sargent to enforce the speed limits and issue tickets.  Mike will come to the next meeting with a map of where the speed limit signs will be placed.
C) Recreation Commission: – Stephen was here to update the board on activities being planned by the Rec. Commission. All of the activities will follow the social distancing guideline and they will talk with the Health Officer as to anything else that needs to be done.  The events will be Aug 1 – movie at the library, Aug 15 – ice cream social, Aug 21- drive in movie at Bartley Field, Aug 27 – live music, and Sept 10 – Art in the Park.  They will not be having the fall fair but will have the Ducky Derby on Sept 27th.  The board agreed to all of these events. 
D) Green Spaces Committee: – Annie said that the grass in coming in nicely – a few bare spots to re-seed in the fall.  The furniture is out and they are working on getting some plants planted. Robert said it looks nice from the road and thanked the committee for their work.
E) Energy Grant:  Kevin was here to talk about the grant that the committee was awarded and ask the board to sign it.  It is a grant to pay for water testing in the Felchville village.  The matching funds will be in kind services.  This must be done by June of 2021.  Jim made a motion to approve and sign the grant, Gordy seconded.  There was a discussion about solar power.
F) Grant Policy: Jim made a motion to sign the policy, Gordy seconded.  The policy will be given to the chairperson of all commissions and committees.  The policy is a basic guideline on how grants will be administrated in the Town.
G) Highways:  Glen said that they were doing roadside mowing, cleaning culverts and ditches.  Robert asked about spreading gravel and Glen said that they have gotten the worse spots.  Jim asked about the truck, nothing new.
H) Driveway Permits:  There were 2 submitted for Stone Chimney Road, Glen has looked at them.  They were approved with conditions.
I) Stream Bank Project on 20 Mile Stream:  The bid was awarded to Jarvis and Sons.  They will begin in late August early September. 
J) Tyson Road Paving:  Wilks Paving was the low bid.  There was discussion about getting a 3 or 5-year loan for $200,000 and to do the entire length from South Reading to the Plymouth Town Line.  Calista will get some rates from the bank.
K) Robinson Hall Siding Work:  The fire marshal stopped and looked at the work being done.  He told Garret that he would have to add fire stops between the first and second floors.  This will be an added cost.
L) Other:  Jim talked about ECFIBER being on 20 Mile Stream Road and in that area of Reading.  He wanted to be sure that anyone interested in receiving the service get on their list.  www.ecfiber.net is the website to get more information or the Reading contact person is John Malcolm, jrmalcolm@gmail.com
Calista talked about the election on August 11 and how to organize it and still meet all the current guidelines.  The polls will be open form 7 AM to 7 PM.  Masks will be required to vote.

Lisa Kaija said the new principal at RES is Heather Lawler.  The teachers are getting ready for the opening of the schools.  Calista will look into the paperwork transferring the school from the Town to the District.  Lisa said that they would like to have a sign for the school by the road.  Calista will look into the right of ways and if there are any surveys.  Lisa said that the driveway needs to be repaired.  Robert stated that would be a school district project.  
Lisa also mentioned that the teachers had asked about using the upstairs of the Robinson Hall for a classroom at times.  The board wanted to think more about that and said that would have to be discussed at a later date. Heat would be an issue as well as any other possible events at later dates through the year.
The meeting adjourned at 8:45pm 
Next Selectboard meeting will be on Monday August 10 in the Robinson Hall Dining Room for all.  
Respectfully Submitted, Calista N. Brennan, Town Clerk 
