
Selectboard Meeting 
August 13, 2020 
UNAPPROVED 

Meeting held and recorded with use of Zoom for public participation. 
 
The meeting was called to order at 6:04pm. 
 
Present at the Town Hall:  Robert Allen, Gordy Eastman, Jim Peplau, Calista Brennan, Scott Baumann Stephen D’Agostino, – 
Zoom:  Glen Town, Mary Springer and Shiri Macri  
 
Robert started the meeting asking if there were changes to the agenda. There were no changes. 
 
Minutes of the July 13, 2020 Selectboard meeting was approved as printed. 
 
Treasurer’s Report: As of 7-31-20, Expenses were $66,810.59, Revenue was $40,112.46 and the balance in Mascoma is 
$444,889.40. Delinquent taxes for 2018 and 2019 are $32581.51.  Jim moved to approve and Gordy seconded.  Report is 
accepted.   
 
Action Items:  
 

A) Reading Health Officer Report Covid-19:  Mary said that she has had several complaints about people not wearing 
a mask in Watroba’s Store.  Mary said that she can educate and encourage people to wear a mask but can not enforce 
it.  Robert suggested that this be brought up under the Board of Health and possibly a BOH meeting should be 
scheduled. He also mentioned that we should wait until after August 15th to see what the Governor does with 
regulations.   
 

B) Reading ATV/RATS Club: Mike sent a note to the Selectboard that the speed limit would be set for 25 MPH for all 
roads.  Jim thought that was too fast. Gordy suggested leaving it at 25 MPH and revisiting it in 60 days to see if there 
have been any complaints.  Robert has the sign permits from the RATS club and copies will be mailed to Mike. 
 

C) Highway: – Glen said that Patriot Motors has a new program that is supposed to fix the power issue with the truck.  
Reading is # 3 on the list to have it installed, after they test it out.  Jim wanted to know how they could test it without 
a plow and full load of sand.  They are testing with heavy loads and steep hills.  Roadside mowing is done.  They are 
cleaning up trees and fixing roads. The Stream Bank work on 20 Mile Stream is slated to start the week of 8/17. The 
road will need to be closed occasionally. 
 

D) Tyson Road Paving: Jim spoke with a Selectboard member from Weston about Wilk Paving.  The paving they did, 
did not hold up well, and the thought it could be because it was done late in the year so the temperature was too cold.  
The board will be asking for names from Wilk to contact to get comments and or recommendations. 

 
E) Robinson Hall Siding Work:  It is moving along.  Some of the new windows have been installed.  Garret seemed to 

think there is an ant problem in the front of the building.  Robert will call Presidential Pest Control to look at it.  The 
tree in the front will need to be trimmed away from the building. The inside work upstairs and possibly the dining 
room will be the last work to be done so that the outside can be completed before it gets to cold.  

 
F) Auditor Resignation: Charline Hagar has resigned as Auditor.  Jim moved to accept her resignation, Gordy seconded.  

The board thanked her.  There is an opening for a Town Auditor, if you are interested, please contact the Town Clerk.  
 

G) Tax Rate for 2020:  The State sets the school rate at $1.5443 for non-resident and $1.5705 for residents.  The Town 
rate was set at .5084 for 2020.  Jim made a motion to approve the Town rate, Gordy seconded.  Calista hopes to have 
the bills out next week. 

 
H) Other:  Scott Baumann was here to ask about the parking at 20-foot swimming hole and see if something could be 

done about the garbage.  He wanted to know if the State could make parking bigger and if they would put some 
garbage cans out.  Scott was been picking up garbage but has since stopped.  Robert said that he has spoken with the 
Sheriff’s department and starting on 8-18 they will be issuing warnings about parking.  The second offense will result 
in a ticket. The Board will continue to monitor the situation and if necessary have vehicles towed. Mary Springer also 
expressed concern about the parking at 20 foot.  

 
 



Scott also wanted to know if there is a sign ordinance and if 1404 Tyson Road was complying.  Scott also talked about 
moving some speed limit signs on the Tyson road by the intersection with Puckerbrush Road.  Jim mentioned that 
there were regulations on where signs should be placed when near an intersection.  Scott thanked everyone for their 
service to the Town. 
 
Shiri wanted to know if there was an update about the school using Robinson Hall.  There is no update at this time. 
 
Stephen was here about the Green Space and the Recreation Commission.  Green Space Committee have a sign 
designed and shared a copy with the Board.  The sign would face the street.  Robert asked about the size; it is 32 x 20.  
The Committee will call Dig Safe about digging for the sign and planting a tree. 
 
The Recreation Commission will continue to do the Christmas tree lighting but not have an on-site ceremony this 
year.   
 
For Halloween they are wondering about trunk or treating in the Town Hall’s parking lot since they can’t do fright 
night in the Hall. The Board approved but said the Commission should wait and see what the CDC and the Governor 
sets for guidelines by the end of October.  Jim asked about trick or treating for UNICEF like in the past. 
 
The Commission will also do the ‘build a scarecrow’ program and have “kits” available for pick up so everyone in 
Town could participate if they wish.   
 
The Ducky Derby will take place on Sept 27th.  The Commission is getting prizes donated and will practice social 
distancing.  
 
Robert attended a meeting in Weathersfield about the Transfer Station.  A committee was formed and there will be 
more meetings to come. Some changes to the cost to the Towns of Reading and West Windsor was discussed. 
 
Robert received a lease for the Post Office.  Copies were made for Jim and Gordy to review. 
 
The meeting adjourned at 7:20pm  

 
Next Selectboard meeting will be on Monday September 14th at the Robinson Hall Dining Room for all.   
 

Respectfully Submitted, Calista N. Brennan, Town Clerk  


