Reading Planning Commission Meeting

September 10, 2018 - Unapproved

Present: Stephen Strait, Ken Cox, Kathy Callan-Rondeau, Kevin Kaija (came late)

Guests: Jason Rasmussen (SWCRPC), Kurt Voight, Robert and Esther Allen (briefly)

The meeting started at 7:05pm. 

There were no changes to the Agenda.

Minutes of July 9, 2018 - The minutes of the July meeting, as posted on the town’s website, were approved. The Planning Commission did not meet in August.

Resignation - Becky Basch resigned from the PC at the beginning of August to start a new job in Massachusetts. The PC thanks her for all her work on behalf of numerous town committees. We will miss her experience with planning and zoning matters, her efforts to improve the town plan and zoning ordinance particularly with respect to energy issues, and her detailed minutes that kept the town informed of PC business. 

Vacancy - The PC voted unanimously to recommend the Selectboard appoint Kurt Voight to fill Becky’s empty seat on the Commission. Steve will ask Calista to put that on the SB’s Agenda for October. 

Recording Secretary vacancy - Because of Becky’s resignation, the PC is also looking for a recording secretary. The duties are to attend the monthly PC meeting and take minutes. The typed version must be submitted to the Town Clerk within a week of the meeting. There is a  stipend for attending the meeting and recording the minutes. Please contact the Town Office or Stephen Strait at readingvt.planncomm@gmail.com for more info.

Mail/email - The PC reviewed an email/letter posted at the end of July from Janet Hall, who owns property on Malagash Road. Her concerns and questions about development in the proposed Wildlife Travel Corridor (WTC) were addressed earlier in a letter from the PC and reviewed at the meeting.

Town sign - Robert and Esther Allen attended the PC meeting briefly after the Selectboard meeting ended. They were given time to ask questions about a permit for proposed Town of Reading signs.

The PC discussed a possible change to the WTC district. The current proposal is to change the minimum lot size for future subdivisions in the WTC to 25 acres. The discussion was about changing that to a maximum density requirement for future subdivisions of 25 acres per lot. That would allow the landowner to create smaller lots as long as the density requirement was met. The PC will discuss the change again at their October meeting. 

The PC has decided to include an “enhanced” Energy Chapter in the next Town Plan. The value of the extra effort at this time is to give the town more input into where/if  a commercial scale energy generation project (wind or solar) might be located in town. Jason attended to continue this discussion in particular about “known” and “possible” constraints that would limit the locations for these energy generation projects. Known constraints include FEMA floodways, Class 1 and 2 wetlands, vernal pools, etc. Possible constraints include deer wintering areas, agricultural soils, etc. Ken requested that Jason provide information on the impacts of solar farms on wildlife habitat to further this discussion. 

Town Plan Survey - Finally the Commission talked about possible questions for a public survey on Town Plan issues the PC will circulate in the future. Ken suggested repeating some questions from previous surveys as a way to gauge public attitudes over time. Other suggestions were for energy and transportation related questions. Members will review the last survey from 2011 which is available for public review on the town website. It is part of the current Town Plan.

Next meeting - October 1, 2018.

Adjournment – 8:40 pm

Respectfully submitted,
Stephen Strait

