Reading Planning Commission Meeting

January 7, 2019 – unapproved minutes

Present: Stephen Strait, Ken Cox, Kathy Callan-Rondeau, Kurt Voight, Kevin Kaija (came late)

Guests: Jason Rasmussen, Southern Windsor County Reg. Planning Commission (SWCRPC).

The meeting started at 7:05 pm. 

Steve changed the Agenda so item #8 (review of the proposed zoning map) followed item #5.

Minutes of December 3, 2018 – Approved with two changes: The motion to add “Monuments” and “Sculpture” to the proposed Zoning Ordinance changes passed with a vote of 3-1, not 3-0; but the amendment to that motion, the last sentence concerning lighting for each case, passed with a vote of 4-0.

Recording Secretary vacancy - The PC is looking for a recording secretary. The duties are to attend the monthly PC meeting, take minutes, and submit a typed version to the Town Clerk within five calendar days of the meeting. There is a stipend for attending the meeting and recording the minutes. Please contact the Town Office or Stephen Strait at readingvt.planncomm@gmail.com for more info.

Mail/email – None this month.

SWCRPC News – Kathy said the SWCRPC did not meet in December. She encouraged residents and visitors to take a short survey on how they use the recreational aspects of Mt. Ascutney at www.AscutneySurvey.org. Jason added that the SWCRPC will hold a hearing on January 21st on Ludlow’s Enhanced Energy Plan.  

Town Plan Survey - The Commission approved draft 12-3-2018 (4-0) of the Town Plan Survey with a minor formatting edit from Ken and passed it on to Jason for the SWCRPC to post on Survey Monkey.

Proposed Zoning Map – Jason projected on a screen in the Dining Room both the current zoning map and the proposed zoning map. Commission members reviewed both and made several adjustments to the proposed map based on the original goal of trying to minimize the number of lots that sat in two or three zones. Jason hopes to have a revised map for the group to review for final approval at the February meeting.

Flood Hazard Regulations - The Commission voted 4-1 to keep Model #4 of the Flood Hazard Regs. as a proposed zoning change, rather than a newer version introduced by Jason last Oct.

Wildlife Travel Corridor – The Commission voted 4-1 to accept the 1-7-2019 draft of a new page (“WTC-25”) for Section 2.4, District Uses and Standards, of the ZO including a graphic that helped to illustrate the difference between minimum lot sizes zoning and maximum density zoning. The Commission also voted (4 in favor, with 1 abstention) not to allow PUD’s in either the RPO or the WTC-25. Steve has asked the VT League of Cities and Towns for guidance on tracking subdivisions in a maximum density zone but is waiting for a reply.

Airbnb’s – The Commission had received an email from Robert Allen, forwarded by him from John Fay (permit specialist for the VT Dept. of Environmental Conservation) on Airbnbs. The group discussed the topic and the various state permit issues, but took no action at this time. 

Next meeting - February 4, 2019 at 7pm.

Adjournment – 8:40 pm

Respectfully submitted,
Stephen Strait

