Reading Planning Commission Meeting

October 1, 2018 - unapproved

Present: Stephen Strait, Ken Cox, Kathy Callan-Rondeau, Kevin Kaija 

Guests: Kurt Voight

The meeting started at 7:00pm. 

There were no changes to the Agenda.

Minutes of September 10, 2018 - The minutes of the September meeting were amended as follows: “Vacancy - The PC voted 3-0 (Kevin had not arrived yet) to recommend the Selectboard appoint Kurt Voight to fill Becky’s empty seat on the Commission.”

Recording Secretary vacancy - The PC is looking for a recording secretary. The duties are to attend the monthly PC meeting and take minutes. The typed version must be submitted to the Town Clerk within five calendar days of the meeting. There is a stipend for attending the meeting and recording the minutes. Please contact the Town Office or Stephen Strait at readingvt.planncomm@gmail.com for more info.

Mail/email - The PC received mail about the Vermont League of Cities and Towns’ fair in South Burlington and workshop in Fairlee in October. Weathersfield is amending their Zoning Ordinance and sent notice of their Public Hearing.

SWCRPC News - Kathy reported that an organization in Springfield has plans to renovate the Park Street School and another group intends to revamp the Woolson Block. In Windsor, part of the old Goodyear plant is scheduled for demolition. It will be replaced with a solar farm.

Wildlife Travel Corridor - The PC voted (3-0, 1 abstention) to change the proposed zoning for future subdivisions in the WTC from a minimum lot size of 25 acres to a maximum density standard of 25 acres per lot. That would allow landowners the flexibility to create smaller lots (5 acre minimum) as long as the density requirement was met. 

Proposed amendment to the Sign Ordinance - The Commission proposed (4-0 vote) an amendment to the sign ordinance adding a new category for municipal signs: “Municipal signs, such as “Welcome to Reading”, shall be no larger than 25 SF on one side.”

Town Plan Survey - The Commission talked about possible questions for an upcoming public survey on Town Plan issues. The PC reviewed the questions in the 2003 and 2011 surveys and decided to repeat several of them as a way to track changes in public opinion over time. Commission members also suggested new questions, many dealing with energy issues. The public’s responses to the survey will guide the rewriting of the Town Plan. The last survey from 2011 is available for public review on the town website. It is part of the current Town Plan.

Next meeting - November 14, 2018 at 7pm.

Adjournment – 8:45 pm

Respectfully submitted,
Stephen Strait

