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October 12, 2020
UNAPPROVED
Meeting held and recorded with use of Zoom for public participation.

The meeting was called to order at 6:03pm.

Present at the Town Hall:  Robert Allen, Gordy Eastman, Jim Peplau, Calista Brennan, Gary Vittum and Stephen D’Agostino
Zoom:  Glen Town, Gerry Marletta, Annie Rubright, Jean Goldsborough, Sally Manikian and Lisa Kaija

Robert started the meeting asking if there were changes to the agenda. There were no changes.

Minutes of the September 17, 2020 Selectboard meeting was approved with an addition of a discussion about wearing masks in the building was brought up by Stephen under public comment. 

Treasurer’s Report: As of 9-30-20, Expenses were $109,844.55, Revenue was $484,462.68 and the balance in Mascoma is $785,714.76. Delinquent taxes for 2018 and 2019 are $8,982.89.  Jim moved to approve and Gordy seconded.  Report is accepted.  Calista spoke to a couple areas of expense being high for this month and that delinquent taxes were $6,950.14 with payments made after the report was run.  

Action Items:	

A) Reading Health Officer Report Covid-19:  Mary was unable to attend. Robert stated that there is a lot of information coming all the time from different agencies in the State.  It would be nice if one place/department would put the information out as it is very redundant.

B) Parking at Route 106 & Tyson Road:  Robert has talked with Chris Bump at AOT as Route 106 is a State highway.  The Selectboard has requested from the State that there be a no parking zone.  This will now go to the VT Traffic Committee for review.  Robert said that this has been an issue in the past and the handicap parking sign was installed in the hopes of helping solve the problem.  That has not been the case.  The Sheriff’s Dept has been asked to keep an eye on it and issue warnings or tickets.  It was asked about painting a handicap sign on the road, that would have to be determined by the traffic committee.

C) Fire Department: – Gary said that they would be washing the Town bridges in the next week or so.  Gary also said that the 5-year plan of replacing engine 1 in 2022 is fast approaching.    Gary will be looking at trucks and getting quotes.  He thinks the ballpark amount is $300,000.  The Department has $60,000/$70,000 in their truck fund and there would also be a trade in amount.

D) Forest & Parks – Letter of Support:  Sally Manikian was here on behalf of the Conservation Fund to ask the board for their support in of conveying 2 parcels of land (Long Hill 593 acres and Chase Corners 183 acres) to the State of Vermont.  This property would be added to the Calvin Coolidge State Forest.  Jim talked about how much land in Reading the State already owns.  Gary asked why give it to the State.  Sally commented that the Conservation Fund is just a holding company for land.  Jim was concerned about the lost of tax monies.  Sally stated that all of the land is currently in the ‘Current Use’ program and there would be no money lost to the town.  Gordy asked about development and tree management, and she stated there would be no changes. Jim made a motion to approve signing the letter of support, Gordy seconded. The Board signed the Letter-of- Support.

E) Highways: Glen said that with the paving done, after letting the road harden somewhat for a couple of weeks they will start the shoulder work.  They have 1 road left to ditch and then they will be blowing out leaves and checking culverts.  Glen had called about the program for the Western Star, still nothing new.  October and November vacation schedules are set.  There will be 2 people here all the time.  

F) Tyson Road Paving Loan:  The paving is done.  It was under the estimate by about $750.  Jim asked about paving at 45 degrees, Gordy said that the state limit is 40 degrees with the temp rising.  Jim moved to get a loan for $200,000 for 3 years, Gordy seconded.

G) Grants-in-Aid Participation Letter:  There is a program and Reading has been approved for a total of $17,375.  Reading’s share is $3,475.  The board signed the Intent-to-Participate letter.

H) Better Roads Grant:  The project on Spear Cemetery has been approved, waiting for the official word from the State.

I) Robinson Hall Siding:  Things are moving along with no new surprises.

J) Post Office Lease: Robert is waiting for an answer on questions about the lease.  This was tabled until the November meeting.

K) Other: Gordy said that Chace Jenne called requesting shutting down Jenne Road for a few hours for a function at the Farm.  There were no other details as Chase didn’t come to the meeting.  The Board needs more information to move forward. (Gordy was informed after the meeting that shutting down the road would not be necessary.)

Calista asked that all Commission/Committees submit agendas by noon on the Thursday before their meeting, so that it can be posted according to statutes.

Jim asked about Pike fixing the paving on Tyson Road.  There is nothing new on this.

Stephen asked about plans for Town Meeting.  There are no different plans as of now.  This will be looked into when it gets closer to the date.  He also asked about the Selectboard agenda being posted on Front Porch Forum telling people where to get the link to the Zoom meeting.  Jean thought that was a good idea.  The Board will discuss options.

Jim asked Stephen about Halloween and the scarecrows.  Stephen said that the scarecrows are coming along.  Quite a bit of material has been taken.

Annie asked about an update to the firework discussion from the last meeting.  Robert said that by State law, all fireworks are supposed to be approved by the local Fire Department. The Board would encourage anyone intending to have Fireworks to contact the Fire Department and request a permit regardless of the current conditions.

The meeting adjourned at 7:20PM

Next Selectboard meeting will be on Monday November 9th at the Robinson Hall Dining Room.  

Respectfully Submitted, Calista N. Brennan, Town Clerk 
