Selectboard Meeting

October 14, 2019
UNAPPROVED
The meeting was called to order at 6:00pm.
Present:  Robert Allen, Jim, Peplau, Gordy Eastman, Glen Towne, Calista Brennan, Stephen, D’Agostino, Thomas Simmons, Annie Rubright, Jean Goldsborough, Bitsy Harley and Clover.  

Robert started the meeting asking if there were changes to the agenda.  Green Space Committee was added.
Minutes of the September 9, 2019 Selectboard’s minutes were approved as printed. 
Treasurer’s Report: As of 9/30/19, Expenses were $55,108.08, Revenue was $288,092.13, and the balance in Mascoma is $523,102.59. Delinquent taxes for 2017 and 2018 are $13.924.34. Jim moved to approve and Gordy seconded.  Report is accepted.  The Grants-in-Aid have been submitted for Spear Cemetery and Hurricane Hill.   We have received the money from the Better Roads Grant.
Action Items:














A) 2020 Census – Thomas Simmons:  Tom was here to talk about the census coming up in 2020.
There have been some people in town recently checking addresses.  It is very important that everyone participate in the upcoming census.  The town benefits greatly for grants and various other state and federal funding. Please look for updates at the Town Hall and in the Informer.
B) ATV – Mike Coleman:  Mike was not present, there was nothing to discuss.

C) Homestead Filing Penalty - Bitsy Harley- Bitsy was here to request that the Selectboard waive the penalty for late filing of her homestead penalty.  Robert explained that the board voted not to waive this penalty when the State first put it in place.  This penalty is on the education part of taxes.  Bitsy stated it was an oversight on her part for not filing on time and it would be a finical hardship.  The board will go into executive session at the end of the meeting to discuss.

D) Green Spaces: Annie was here to ask if the furniture at the Green Space could be stored in the Amsden barn.  The selectboard approved the request.  There was a discussion on the concrete slab removal.  Gordy suggested that the slab be cover with soil and seeded.  It was agreed that would be the best.  The highway crew will drop some fill off in the next few weeks. 
E) Appointment of Energy Coordinator: Kevin Kaija has expressed interest in taking over this position.  Gordy made a motion to appoint Kevin as Energy Coordinated until 2020, Jim seconded.
F) Highways:  Glen reported that the truck had the update needed and seems to be running fine for now.  They have been cleaning ditches and culverts.  We have received about ½ the sand needed for winter and have 2 loads of salt.
G) Municipal Planning Grant: Robert has worked with SWCRPC to apply for this grant for the Planning Commission for future work on the Town Plan.
H) Better Roads Grant – Road Inventory: Van from SWCRPC has finished the work and will update the VTRANS file. Glen will get all of his updates to Calista to update the master file. This MUST be an on-going process in the future.
I) Historic Preservation Grant – Robinson Hall:  An application for this grant has been submitted for $20,000.00.
J) Stormwater Mitigation Grant:  There is a stream bank project on Twenty Mile Stream Road that is estimated at $120,000 to repair correctly.  Robert worked with Chris from SWCRPC to submit an application for a grant.
K) Other: Stephen reported that the Rec Commission is planning to do the winter concert series again.  The dates would be Jan 11, Feb 8, Mar 14 and Apr 4.  More information to come.
The Select board went into executive session at 7:15 and returned to the regular meeting at 7:20.  As in all past requests, the board voted not to waive the homestead penalty for Bitsy Harley.

The meeting adjourned at 7:25 
                Next Selectboard meeting will be on Monday, November 11, 2019 at 6:00 PM
Respectfully Submitted,   Calista N Brennan, Town Clerk

