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Reading Planning Commission Meeting
October 5, 2020 – unapproved minutes

NOTE: Numbers in parentheses are the approximate time in the Zoom session the topic discussion began. The recorded Zoom meeting can be downloaded at https://drive.google.com/file/d/1im9J2R_eGJGWPRnYB6xqgTK1cQvtqwZm/view?usp=sharing

Attendance: Stephen Strait, Ken Cox, Kurt Voight, Kathy Callan-Rondeau, Kevin Kaija.  Jason Rasmussen and Otis Munroe, SWCRPC

The meeting was called to order at 7:00pm.

1. Changes to the Agenda. None

1. The minutes of the Sept 7, 2020 meeting were approved as is.

1. (1:30) Reports:

2. Mail and email – Steve: Keys To The Valley Newsletter was forwarded today, please everyone look this over
2. Regional Planning Commission – Kathy: Staff at SWCRPC is working on the regional plan, expires in 2 years. Board reviewed the plan’s Land Use and improvement of maps. Brownfields work. Title VI Non-Discrimination Policy work.  Possibly developing guidelines for the virtual meetings such as voting.  Hiring a new Planner because there is more work than can be currently handled.
2. Energy Committee – no report

1. (7:34) Follow-up on Jean’s September 25th email ideas about parking at the intersection of Route 106 and the Tyson Road. Members do have concerns about visibility and potential for accidents.  Painted lines may help, possibly traffic cones, etc.  Kurt said Bob had at one point mentioned the possibility of a curb. Steve will try to attend part of the SB meeting to encourage these ideas.  Kevin says there are some grants available for things like sidewalks or other possible solutions and Jason knows about those grants and he can get info to us to apply.

1. (13:59) Discuss the Energy Chapter draft for the Town Plan. 

4. The Efficiency Vermont data was sent out by Jason and it might be of help.
4. Kathy feels the Chapter reads better than any chapter as is.
4. Jason asked if we might want to delete the Energy Chapter and use the Enhanced Energy Plan or we could integrate it into the Chapter or even use it as an appendix. The benefit may give us more weight in the Section 248 of the VSA.  Most towns are adopting this plan but approach how they present it in their Town Plan differently.  Kathy prefers a short integration and then an appendix. The current Chapter 6 is not updated for the current survey results and needs to be.  Discussion on how to incorporate the Enhanced Plan document into our Plan.  Kurt, Kevin and Ken tend to feel ending up using it as an appendix will lose the important information in the plan.  Steve thinks maybe just the background data can serve as an appendix but use the Enhanced Plan as a blend with an update of the current information. 
4. The RPC reviewed the enhanced Energy Plan section by section. Steve asked that the VSA section 248 be explained some for the average reader. Under energy goals just be clear of primary goals. Comments on survey results should include some specific figures that show interest in many of these energy goals. The survey question defines commercial solar as larger than 3 acres. Should we give mention to preference for staying local with renewable energy sources when possible? Discussion of the power distribution lines. The graphics are educational. Regarding Thermal we need to get the most updated data.  Otis says it gets more challenging to update energy targets, but he can check for more data. If the base year (measurement starting point) in this is 2015 that should be specified.  We should be sure the Transportation sub-section is consistent with our Transportation chapter.  We should also update this part to include newest survey results. The Energy Targets section may also need to adjust for increased energy use with more people using houses that were not used so much. Since the pandemic there is increased buying and usage of housing.  Delete the Energy Demand chart as it is probably too confusing. Tables should clarify this data is for Reading. For Table 4 Thermal Fuel Switching could change to percentages from raw numbers because the numbers seem low and suggest little change which is unlikely. Keep the diagrams. Transportation Fuel numbers for electric vehicles seem high and it’s unclear if this includes plug-in hybrids. Kevin and Kurt prefer to see the numbers higher because the technology changes so fast and it’s only a target. Discussion regarding the sections on conservation, energy efficiency in building codes, etc. Maybe this can be simplified as reading it is a bit overwhelming. Kevin feels it should stay as in and people can choose not to read it.  Table 7 on Potential Renewable Energy Generation has data that has changed some already since 2015 indicating there is a lot of potential in Reading. Most agreed with the statement that utility wind power installations are not yet appropriate for the area. The wind power paragraph was edited as per some concerns and comments. We need to add ridgelines, wildlife habitat overlay district. Discussion about whether solar panels can be reflective and therefore bothersome and how to address the possibility of an abutter installing or planting trees that later grow to diminish or affect the solar production. This will be revisited. 
4. Jason says they are still working on Land Use maps and wording and that will be shared soon. Otis asked for feedback on the agricultural soils on the Land Use map. Most seem to think a separate map is better to keep Land Use map readable.

1. (2:03:30) Plan for the November meeting. – revisit the agricultural map, Land use and remaining energy chapter.

1. Other business – Jean says the Green Spaces Committee is having a Dedication, Ribbon Cutting and celebration of Puddledock Park Saturday at 4pm and welcomes RPC members to come.

1. Kurt motioned to adjourn, Ken second. Adjourned 9:07 pm 

Next Meeting –Nov 2 at 7 pm.

Respectfully submitted,	
Jean G. Goldsborough, Recorder

