Reading Planning Commission Meeting

November 20, 2019 – unapproved minutes

Present: Stephen Strait, Ken Cox, Kevin Kaija, Kurt Voight, Kathy Callan-Rondeau.

Guests: Anna Sessa. 

The meeting started at 7:05 pm. 

Public Hearing - The Public Hearing on re-adopting the current Town Plan has been 

postponed to Monday, December 2nd, 7pm, Town Hall dining room.

Changes to the Agenda - The order of the Agenda was changed to allow a review of mail/emails to precede the approval of the minutes. Kurt also asked if he could present his concerns about school issues connected to the Survey. Steve offered him time later in the meeting, but since it was not on the Agenda, there would be no discussion.
Mail/email – The Commission received notice that Cavendish had scheduled a Public Hearing in early November to re-adopt its Town Plan. Steve also reported on an email he had received (and forwarded to the group) at the beginning of November. It pointed out an error in the Survey on the school question asking about the 4th, 5th, and 6th grades moving to Woodstock in the 2020 academic year. In fact, the transition happened this fall. The Commission regrets the error but it went unnoticed by everyone when we voted on August 5th to approve the Survey as it appeared online. Anna attended the meeting to offer accurate information on the school and answer questions about it. 

Minutes of September 30, 2019 (October meeting)– The minutes were approved as posted with the following additions to the “Town Plan Survey” paragraph. “Kevin pointed out to the group that there was an error in the Survey about the school. Since the Survey had been out for about six weeks (half of its planned run) Steve felt it should continue as it was. Kathy and Kurt agreed.”

SWCRPC News – Kathy had not attended the SWCRPC meeting and had no report. 

Energy Committee Updates – Kevin reported he had attended an energy roundtable sponsored by the SWCRPC on Nov. 4th. The Public Utilities Commission discussed regulations for solar arrays and explained how the PUC operates. A private vendor for solar arrays (Green Lantern) talked about several Vermont projects and how they often take 3-4 years to go from planning to operation. Towns should identify “preferred sites” to have more control over the location of solar projects. The growth of solar projects in the state has been declining since 2016. Kevin listed the other members of his committee that still need Selectboard approval: Rob Macri, Adam Amalee, and Bill Bakker. He said the Energy Committee would assume the duties of the Water and Wastewater Committee. It would also assist the WRAP group on surface and domestic water issues as noted in the PC minutes for 9/30/19.  Kevin also attended a meeting in Hartford on Climate and Agriculture sponsored by the Windsor County Farm Bureau.  The Climate Interactive Group along with MIT developed an interactive model to teach people how changes in behavior, energy use and consumption can change the CO2 balance. They discussed a Healthy Soils bill. Soil can be used as a carbon sink to help reduce the carbon footprint of agriculture. 

Town Plan Survey Results – The Planning Commission thanks the 104 people who took the Survey and the extra effort they put into their written comments. The Survey results have been tabulated and are available for public review on Reading’s website. Look for the tab at the top left side of the home page “Reading Town Plan Survey Results 2019”. The Commission felt paper copies of the survey should also have been available. Even though all Commission members had reviewed the online survey before it was posted, the group agreed more people should also have reviewed it. The extra eyes may have picked up mistakes, unclear questions, etc. Commission members quickly reviewed the Survey results, discussing how town opinions on many issues have been consistent over time, and how other results were surprising. For the next meeting, the Commission will consider what other public discussions should be held to finish gathering input for the new Town Plan.

Public Hearing – The Commission voted at its October meeting to readopt the current Town Plan with some minor changes. The Public Hearing on the “re-adopt” will be on Monday, December 2nd, 7pm, Town Hall dining room. Re-adopting the current Town Plan keeps it in force while the Commission does a more careful and complete rewrite on its replacement. You can review the Town Plan document at https://swcrpc.org/reading-town-plan/. The Survey results will not be part of the “re-adopt” or part of the discussion at the Public Hearing. They will be discussed at a later meeting when the Commission returns to rewriting the Town Plan. 
Recording Secretary vacancy – Duties: attend monthly PC meeting; take minutes; submit a typed version to the Town Clerk within five calendar days of the meeting. Stipend: $25. For more info contact the Town Office or Stephen Strait at readingvt.planncomm@gmail.com.

Adjournment – 8:40 pm. 

Respectfully submitted,


Stephen Strait

readingvt.plancomm@gmail.com

