Reading Planning Commission Meeting

December 2, 2019 – unapproved minutes

Present: Stephen Strait, Ken Cox, Kevin Kaija, Kurt Voight, Kathy Callan-Rondeau.
The regular meeting started at 8:10 pm.

Changes to the Agenda – There were none.
Mail/email – Hannah Dallas had emailed the town to introduce herself as the new County Forester. She offered to attend a meeting and address the Current Use Program, Emerald Ash Borer, invasive species, or related topics. The Commission discussed asking her to speak at a future public discussion for the Town Plan rewrite.

Minutes of November 20, 2019 – The minutes were approved as posted with one correction. The Energy Committee Update mentioned a meeting in Hartford on Climate and Agriculture. The meeting was actually held in Hartland. 

SWCRPC News – Recent meetings had been cancelled due to bad weather. 

Energy Committee Updates – Kevin reported that the Select Board would be approving the Committee’s membership at its December meeting: Rob Macri, Adam Amalee, and Bill Bakker. He said the Energy Committee would be a subcommittee of the Select Board. Steve suggested that in the future Kevin should make an oral report to the Planning Commission but the PC minutes would refer reader’s to the Energy Committee meeting minutes for details. 

Future Town Plan Discussions – The Commission discussed holding public discussions at future meetings to address additional topics relevant to the Town Plan rewrite. The Commission would notify the public in advance through meeting minutes, the Agenda, and Front Porch Forum posts. The Commission also discussed inviting guest speakers to provide expertise on a variety of topics such as housing, energy, the environment, local business, etc. At their January meeting, the Commission hopes to develop a schedule for the discussions. 

Other Business – Kevin made a motion that was seconded and passed (5-0) for the Commission to “pursue a platform to record its meetings and public hearings and post them on the town’s website to encourage more participation in local planning efforts”.

Next Meeting – January 6, 2020 at 7 pm.

Adjournment – 9:07 pm. 

Respectfully submitted,


Stephen Strait

readingvt.plancomm@gmail.com

