Reading Planning Commission Public Hearing

December 2, 2019 – unapproved minutes

Present: Stephen Strait, Ken Cox, Kevin Kaija, Kurt Voight, Kathy Callan-Rondeau.

Guests: Robert Allen, Esther Allen, Jackie von Unwerth, Peter Seman, Adam 

Ameele, Steven Vogl, Tish Lewis, Jean Goldsborough, Annie Rubright. 

The Public Hearing started at 7:00 pm. – Steve explained that the Hearing was to answer questions and take comments on re-adopting the current Town Plan with some changes mandated by Vermont  (concerning watershed improvements, priority forests, wildlife habitat connectors, and energy planning) and some additional minor edits. The current plan expires mid January and the Commission felt it was important to keep an approved Plan in force as a stopgap measure while they worked on a comprehensive rewrite. If a town does not have an approved plan in place it cannot participate in Act 250 projects or Public Service Board reviews of projects in town, and the town is not eligible for state grants. 


The audience asked about the value of making a more involved effort to update the current plan since it will probably be in place for another year or so while the rewrite happens. Steve said the Commission felt it was more important to focus the Commission’s and town’s effort on the rewrite and not get delayed doing a “preliminary” rewrite.


Some audience members were confused what the goals of the plan were and thought they should be more clearly laid out. Steve explained that the Plan is divided into nine chapters, each one dealing with a different aspect of the town’s future. Each chapter ends with a list of Goals and Action Steps to achieve the intents of that chapter. And at the end of the Plan is an Implementation Matrix that summarizes the most important Goals of the Plan. Steve explained that the Plan has no regulatory force and it was not a “plan of action”. Rather it was up to the efforts of various groups in town to implement the Plan. 


The evening’s discussions veered off topic a number of times to the Town Plan rewrite: the schedule for getting it done, additional public discussions, how the public can participate both at meetings and online, how long the new plan was in effect (8 years) and if it could be rewritten earlier if the town changed, etc. Since the rewrite was part of this Public Hearing, the Commission did not discuss it at length.


There were some specific concerns about language in the re-adopt, one being about the 

Better Back Roads text. Robert Allen helped to explain the changes.


 At 8:05pm, after everyone had a chance to ask questions and make comments, the Hearing was closed and the Commission voted to send the “re-adopt” on to the Select Board for their Public Hearing (5-0).

