Reading Planning Commission Meeting

February 4, 2019 – unapproved minutes

Present: Stephen Strait, Ken Cox, Kathy Callan-Rondeau, Kurt Voight, Kevin Kaija

Guests: Jason Rasmussen, Southern Windsor County Reg. Planning Commission (SWCRPC).

The meeting started at 7:05 pm. 

There were no changes to the Agenda.

Minutes of January 7, 2018 – Approved as posted on the town website.

Recording Secretary vacancy - The PC is looking for a recording secretary. The duties are to attend the monthly PC meeting, take minutes, and submit a typed version to the Town Clerk within five calendar days of the meeting. There is a stipend for attending the meeting and recording the minutes. Please contact the Town Office or Stephen Strait at readingvt.planncomm@gmail.com for more info.

Mail/email – The Commission discussed an email from Robert Allen about a proposed solar array in town. An abutting landowner to the project had asked Robert if there were town regulations requiring screening of commercial scale solar arrays. Jason stated that the Vermont Public Service Board reviews these projects and prohibits local zoning from regulating them. The best approach for the town is to have a clear statement in the Town Plan (currently being updated) about the town’s attitude about the best locations and screening for such projects.

SWCRPC News – Kathy said the SWCRPC had not met in January due to bad weather.

Proposed Zoning Map – Jason projected on a screen in the Dining Room the revised, proposed zoning boundary map with the edits the Commission had made in January. The Commission approved the map (4-1) (draft date January 7, 2019) with a minor change to the map legend.

Proposed Zoning Ordinance – Jason presented the Commission with a draft of the proposed Zoning Ordinance, which included all the changes made since the October 2017 draft. Members reviewed the changes but postponed a vote until the March meeting to allow for more discussion. 

Town Plan Review – The Commission reviewed Chapter 2 of the Town Plan, Natural Areas, Scenic and Historic Resources. Ken Cox has responsibility for the chapter and had a number of suggestions for changes and additions. Other members had questions about parts of the chapter and suggestions for changes. There was not enough time to discuss Chapter 7. It will be on the Agenda for March.

Next meeting – March 4, 2019 at 7pm.

Adjournment – 8:50 pm

Respectfully submitted,
Stephen Strait

