Reading Energy Committee  (REC)
3-13-2020 meeting minutes
Present:  Adam Amelee, Bill Bakker, Kevin Kaija (Rob Macri; family absence)
               (Minutes taken by Kevin Kaija)
Meeting called to order at 6:10 PM at the Reading Firehouse.
Members present gave short biographies of how they came to be  in Reading.
Members explained their broad experience and some of the strengths and weaknesses that they might bring to the committee. ( Discussions of the history of Reading such as the firehouse being sited on what was once a very productive alfalfa field and the nearby Mill Brook teaming with trout and other freshwater species. Explanations of the culture shift in today's medicine, holistic medicine and how being tactful leads to success.)
Some strengths included skills with finance, legal matters, and the ability to run with new ideas.
All members have experience being on other town boards.
Ideas the Energy Committee discussed at this brainstorming session & might discuss further to hopefully get input from the public were:
1.Domestic Water Well testing.  Without clean water there is no real need or desire to live, work, or run a business in a small town like Reading.  On that note a surface and well water testing grant application will be an action item.
2.  Meetings at the Firehouse.  If the Energy (power) is limited or there is an energy emergency we need to begin to work more closely with fire and safety crews.  If there are mobile solar power units that can be transported by  ATVs or other vehicles to isolated  homes in a disaster the energy committee might secure these through grants. Can solar panels be placed on the firehouse?
3.  Why is the Reading Elementary school not drinking the well water at the school if E. Coli levels are at low and acceptable limits?  Is further testing needed?  Is there a possibility of using the school as a site (on roofs) for solar arrays to power parts of the school? 
4.  Is there an opportunity to retrofit some residences with composting toilets to not only save energy but to utilize the compost to enhance soil health in a safe manner.
5.Should the  committee look into wind energy in town?  It was agreed that this is not what the committee wishes to pursue in town.
6. Is there an opportunity to work with other towns to consider composting sites  to meet requirements for the new organic waste laws? Is there enough animal manure and bedding to make a safe soil amendment or even a small, simple methane generator to heat a public building? In this  regard Adam made a motion and Bill seconded to have Kevin look into working with West Windsor Energy Committee (now called the Sustainability Committee) on mutual issues  outlined in the Enhanced Energy Plan for each town. Motion passed.    Along with this there could be field trips to various shared sites for solar fields that have acreage to be multifunctional use areas. (ie. wildlife, recreation, & agriculture ) 
Overall, the Energy Committee wishes to find some synergy in town,  invest in the community itself and understand how that gets done through an energy committee. Also, how do make houses more energy efficient.  ACTION ITEM  To send around a google doc to members to craft a MISSION STATEMENT for the REC.
Next meeting:  At Firehouse April 16. 7PM.
Motion to adjourn a 7:05 made by Adam, second Bill and MOTION passed
