[bookmark: _GoBack]Reading Planning Commission Meeting
Monday, March 19, 2018	
Present: Steve Strait, Becky Basch, Kevin Kaija, Kathy Callan-Rondeau
Guests: Jason Rasmussen, Kurt Voight
1) Minutes of February 12, 2018 – Kevin made a motion to approve as posted on the Town website, Steve seconded the motion, all were in favor
2) Village Center Designation – Becky reported that she submitted the draft village center application to Richard Amore at the Agency of Commerce and Community Development, and Mr. Amore said that the Downtown Board would not likely approve including the residential area north of Watrobas and a few west of Watrobas on Tyson Road in the designation. He also recommended that the designation follow parcel boundaries.  As a result, Becky asked SWCRPC to revise the map of the proposed Village Center. Parcels on the east side of Route 106 included a lot of land behind the buildings, so Becky also sent this revised map to Richard Amore asking if the boundary should not include some of this open land. PC members agreed that Becky should get feedback from Mr. Amore regarding the revised map.
3) RPC News - Kathy said that the RPC has been working on finalizing the Energy Plan for the region. 
4) Town Enhanced Energy Plan – Jason Rasmussen from SWCRPC was in attendance to start the discussion about the Enhanced Energy Plan as an element of the Town Plan. He brought large maps of solar and wind resources, and a two-page summary of energy data for the town. Jason left the maps for public review and they are now posted in the large meeting room in the Town Hall.
a. Solar map – On the map, prime areas for solar are shown in red, and areas with some limitations are shown in gold. The 3-phase power line was also on the map as proximity to 3-phase power is necessary for larger projects. There was some discussion about the former Luzenac property on the boundary with West Windsor that would be a good location for a larger solar array as it is on a “brownfield” property and is close to 3-phase power. Becky commented that it would be helpful to show town-owned properties on the map as well. 
b. Wind map – The map of wind resources shows areas of town that would be good for wind power based on a model that looks at wind speed and elevation. Jason said that wind generators create power on a more consistent basis than solar so is more efficient for power generation. Jason said that he could run the numbers to see how much land would be needed to create the amount of power that it is projected that Reading would need. 
c. Energy data – Jason passed out some data regarding energy usage and needs in Reading. He noted that the data was from a number of different sources, and needed some work. Becky pointed out that the data for the Reading zip code would not be complete as many households are included in a zip code for Proctorsville.  Jason commented that the data projects a decline in population. Becky suggested asking the listers about building size for commercial properties. Jason commented that transportation data uses a lot of assumptions. For heating the state is recommending heat pumps which would require more electric usage, but would result in a decrease in the amount of oil and propane used. Also, the state is encouraging the use of electric vehicles.  Steve commented that you would need more renewable energy generation to support electric vehicles and heat pumps. Jason said that the Town needs to come up with some goals based on the data as a baseline. 
d. Other sources – Jason said that hydro is less feasible due to permitting issues, and biomass (i.e. wood chip power plants) are not as efficient unless you are also using it for heat. He said the state likes wood chip boiler for schools, etc. 
e. Discussion – Kathy mentioned that there was discussion at the RPC about vertical windmills, but Jason heard that they generate less power than regular windmills. Steve asked about the Connecticut river for hydro and Jason mentioned micro-hydro.  PC members asked how many acres of solar would be needed for Reading’s electricity demand.  Jason said that in order to meet Reading’s energy needs, the town would need approximately 50 acres of solar panels (est. 8 acres per megawatt). Jason will run the numbers again and will send more detail.  Becky asked if we should get more accurate data to have a better understanding of our starting place. Jason said that the numbers based on zip code vs Efficiency VT were close.  Steve commented  that it would be good to understand what has to be done to get the plan approved by the State. Jason said that he would draft a plan for review, but wants to get feedback regarding the town’s preferences for alternative power generation. Steve commented that wind will be a tough sell, and solar would likely be more feasible. Jason said that the goal is to get Substantial Deference in PSB review of projects. We will need to have our plan certified by the RPC or the State. 
5) Selectboard Hearing on Proposed Zoning Bylaws – Steve commented that the Selectboard Public Hearing is scheduled for April 16th.  Steve will not be in town, but suggested that PC members who could go should attend the hearing rather than having a regular Planning Commission meeting in April. The next regular PC meeting will be on May 7th. Three members said they would be able to attend the SB public hearing. 
6) May meeting – Jason will send a draft Energy chapter a week to 10 days before the meeting. 
7) Adjournment – Kevin made a motion to adjourn, Kathy seconded – meeting adjourned at 8:10 pm
Respectfully Submitted,
Becky Basch, Secretary

