Reading Planning Commission Meeting

March 4, 2019 – unapproved minutes

Present: Stephen Strait, Ken Cox, Kevin Kaija, Kurt Voight

Guests: Robert Allen

The meeting started at 7:10 pm. 

There were no changes to the Agenda.

Minutes of February 4, 2018 – Approved as posted on the town website.

Recording Secretary vacancy - The PC is looking for a recording secretary. The duties are to attend the monthly PC meeting, take minutes, and submit a typed version to the Town Clerk within five calendar days of the meeting. There is a stipend for attending the meeting and recording the minutes. Please contact the Town Office or Stephen Strait at readingvt.planncomm@gmail.com for more info.

Mail/email – Steve posted the recording secretary vacancy for the Planning Commission (PC) and the Energy Coordinator opening for the town on FPF about a week before the meeting. So far, there has been no interest in either position. The Commission accepted Kevin’s offer to serve as Energy Coordinator but will post both positions again. Steve had contacted the Vermont League of Cities and Towns for guidance on maximum density zoning. They referred the PC back to the regional PC. Alan Keiller from W. Windsor will attend a future meeting to discuss “Aging in Place” relative to the Town Plan. Steve will forward the draft of the Town Plan survey on Survey Monkey to PC members to review for the April meeting. The Commission discussed a possible response to Green Mountain Power’s plan to install new poles in Felchville. A number of residents are concerned about the chemical treatment in the wood leaching into the ground and contaminating their water supplies.

SWCRPC News – No report.

Screening for Solar Arrays – The group briefly discussed the issue and reviewed information from the regional planning commission (SWCRPC) on the topic. The Public Utility Commission (PUC) has oversight on all arrays that are net metered i.e. connected to the power grid. That includes roof and ground mounted arrays from residential size on up. Jason, from the SWCRPC, suggested the best approach is writing a strong statement in the Town Plan about the community’s concerns for screening, then creating a stand-alone regulation on the matter. Ken Cox reported that Michael Caduto, director of Sustainable Woodstock, had contacted him. Michael offered to attend a Reading PC meeting to share his experience working with the Woodstock PC on siting, screening, and set backs for solar arrays. The PC will invite him to a future meeting for a more complete discussion of the issue.

Town Plan Review – The Commission reviewed Chapter 7 of the Town Plan, Land Use. Kevin  has responsibility for the chapter and had a number of suggestions for deletions, additions, and new data. The Commission also reviewed Chapter 4, Utilities and Facilities, that Steve will be responsibility for. The chapter needs new data and details for the RES consolidation and energy improvements to town buildings. Other members had questions about parts of both chapters and suggestions for changes. The PC will review Chapter 3, Transportation, and Chapter 6, Housing, in April.

Next meeting – April 1, 2019 at 7pm.

Adjournment – 8:50 pm

Respectfully submitted,
Stephen Strait

