Reading Planning Commission Meeting

April 1, 2019 – unapproved minutes

Present: Stephen Strait, Ken Cox, Kurt Voight, Kathy Callan-Rondeau. Guests: None.

The meeting started at 7:05 pm. There were no changes to the Agenda.

Minutes of March 4, 2018 – Approved as posted on the town website.

Recording Secretary vacancy – Duties: attend monthly PC meeting; take minutes; submit a typed version to the Town Clerk within five calendar days of the meeting. Stipend: $25. For more info contact the Town Office or Stephen Strait at readingvt.planncomm@gmail.com.

Mail/email – Steve again posted the recording secretary vacancy and the Reading Energy Coordinator opening on FPF about a week before the meeting. No inquiries yet. Steve had a phone call from Kevin Reeves about town regulations for screening solar arrays. This has only recently become a concern of landowners and Reading does not yet have any regulations, but plans to study the issue in the near future.

SWCRPC News – Kathy reported that the regional planning commission (SWCRPC) approved Ludlow’s Enhanced Energy Plan. She said the SWCRPC developed procedural checklists as a result of that approval that should streamline the process for other towns, including Reading. The SWCRPC just created a committed to study housing issues in our and neighboring regions. They will study what types of housing are needed in different areas and what infrastructure is available to support them.

Proposed Zoning Amendments – The Commission voted (4-0) to approve draft 14 of the proposed amendments to the Zoning Ordinance (ZO), dated 02-04-2019, with two changes to regulations for the Wildlife Habitat Overlay District: one to the record keeping requirements for subdivisions in that district; and one that clarifies what is meant by “development”. The Commission will hold its public hearing on the proposed changes to the ZO on Monday June 3rd at 7 pm in the Town Hall. The proposed ZO and map can be reviewed online at http://swcrpc.org/reading-proposed-zoning/.

Town Plan Review – The Commission reviewed Town Plan Chapter 3, Transportation (Kathy’s responsibility) and Chapter 6, Housing (Kurt’s responsibility). The group discussed the need for current data and incorporating public sentiments into all chapters. 

Screening for Solar Arrays – The group supported inviting Michael Caduto, director of Sustainable Woodstock, to the May meeting to discuss his experience working with the Woodstock PC on siting, screening, and set backs for solar arrays. 

Next meeting – May 6, 2019 at 7pm.

Adjournment – 8:50 pm

Respectfully submitted,
Stephen Strait

