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Cemetery Commission Meeting Minutes 
22 May 2019
Reading Town Hall

Commissioners Present:  Adam Kozlowski (Chair), Susan Goodhouse, Kevin Kaija
Guests Present:  Sam Blanchard, Bill Bakker, Esther Allen

Meeting called to order by chair at 6:05 pm.

Changes to agenda:
· Add update for scheduling headstone repair workshop for July.

Reviewed and approved meeting minutes from 1/30/2019.  Kevin moved to accept draft minutes as written.  Susan seconded.  Approval was unanimous. 

Topics:
Town Welcome Signs:  Bill and Esther outlined their desire to work with the Cemetery Committee to choose a spot for one (of 4) of the “Welcome to Reading” sign to be placed at or near Amsden Cemetery.   Criterial included good visibility from people driving east to west on Route 44, off the road enough to satisfy state setback rules, and relative ease of maintenance.  Although easements are being discussed for some of the other signs, Bill and Esther though placing the sign on town owned cemetery property might be a good option.  After a short discussion, it was decided this topic was better addressed at the cemetery.  At 6:20 we moved the meeting to New Amsden.  After walking the cemeteries south property line it was decided the location that best met all criteria was going to be just west of the Route 44 gate.  Everyone was in agreement and the sign committee was going to proceed with arranging for a contractor.  Installation timing is not known at this time.  Kevin needed to leave after this agenda item.

Amsden Perennial Garden:  Susan and Adam then met with Sam Blanchard regarding his Eagle Scout project proposal to establish a perennial garden around the flag pole in New Amsden Cemetery.  We walked the site and discussed general criteria and design.   A four to 5 foot round garden will encircle the flag pole and 4 smaller gardens will be planted in each of the 4 corners of the area currently enclosed by the split-rail fence.  The space between the gardens will be mowed and edged to form a neat grassy circular path.  Plants to be used will be perennial and hardy.  Some consideration should be made for deer resistance of the plants used.  In the circular garden, use of woody shrubs will be limited, whereas flowering shrubs (no taller than 4 feet) will be used in the corner gardens.  Sam will discuss the project with his horticultural teacher at the high school and come back with the next draft of the plan. 

Upkeep update:  Dino Zampini has been keeping in good communication with Adam.  There were more branches down in general because of severe winter storms, but all is being managed well.  Susan has spent time in Baileys and Adam in South Reading clearing dead branches to help the mowers out.  A downed tree hanging over the back wall in Baileys Mills will need to be addressed.  

Weld Gate:  Susan reports that Springfield fence has all the information they need to provide a quote for a black iron gate for Weld Cemetery.  The gate will incorporate the name of the cemetery and be similar in design to the one installed at Spear Cemetery two years ago.  

Stone Repair workshop:  Adam reports that the Cemetery Commission will be coordinating another two-day working-workshop in South Reading Cemetery this summer.   The weekend session (July 13-14) provides an opportunity to get badly needed repairs completed as well as teach basic preservation skills to cemetery stewards.  More details will be forth coming. 

Next meeting:
The next Cemetery Commissioner’s meeting will be held Wednesday June 26th, 2019 at 6 p.m. Reading Town Hall.
 
Motion passed to adjourn at 7:12 pm.  


Submitted for record,
Adam Kozlowski
