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Monday, May 7, 2018 - MINUTES
Present – Steve Strait, Becky Basch, Kevin Kaija, Kathy Callan-Rondeau, Kurt Voight
1.	Minutes of March 19, 2018 – Steve made a motion to accept the minutes as posted on the Town Website, Kevin seconded the motion, all were in favor
2.	RPC Update – Kathy reported that the RPC is working on the Regional Energy Plan. [Note: The first of two public hearings scheduled for May 21st at noon at the SWCRPC offices, there will be a second hearing in June.]  Kathy said that the Energy Plan will require that the RPC revise some of the Regional Plan chapters to correspond with the energy plan (e.g. Transportation)
3.	Water/sewer study – Becky emailed a summary and application for the VT Department of Conservation Planning Advance program [materials may be viewed at http://dec.vermont.gov/facilities-engineering/water-financing/planning-advance]. She said that the Town received Village Center designation for Felchville and doing a water & sewer feasibility study is the first project that the Village Center Committee is looking into. The committee met to discuss the grant and determined that it would be best to have a public informational meeting about the program before applying for a grant.  The program could look at the cost and feasibility of a public water supply for the village, or a small sewage treatment system. The Village Center Committee has discussed looking at a Living Machine type system that would treat waste with plants (such as the system that is used at the Sharon rest area on Route 89).
Kevin commented that it might be possible to get engineering students from Dartmouth to help with the study. Kathy commented that Brownsville residents have to pay a larger fee than they had originally expected as the cost hooking into the Windsor sewage treatment system went up between the time the engineering study was completed and when the work was done. She also said that Perkinsville was interested in doing a study at one point. 
	Kurt asked if the town could create a special improvement district to have tax money pay for special projects in the village. Becky said that she thought that designated downtowns could create such districts, but she wasn’t sure about village centers.
	The Planning Commission agreed that a public informational meeting is a good idea, and that we will discuss who should be on a water/sewer committee after the meeting. 
4.	Town survey and public outreach for the Town Plan – Becky suggested that it would be good to have a survey ready for Old Home Days. Steve commented that he was planning to work on the Energy chapter first, as we will likely come up with some questions related to this chapter for the survey. Kathy said that the town of Ludlow had a lot of public input by advertising free pizza at a public meeting. 
5.	Energy chapter – PC members Kathy commented that the State has set lofty goals and it’s going to take a lot of education to achieve them. Becky commented that change is going to be incremental. A few years ago there were only three households in town with solar panels, and now there are twelve. The commission discussed having a public meeting after looking at possible sites for larger solar projects.
6.	Next meeting – Monday June 4th – We will discuss the Energy chapter, come up with energy related questions for survey, Becky will have info on water sewer meeting.
Respectfully submitted, 
Becky Basch, Secretary
