
 
Reading Planning Commission Meeting and Zoning Board of 

Adjustment – Special Meetings 
June 22,2021 – unapproved minutes 

 
NOTE: Numbers in parentheses are the approximate time in the Zoom session the 
topic began discussion. The recorded Zoom meeting can be downloaded at 
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1FATP569tcGUPlMG-
gB7z8doHky68SvGP/view?usp=sharing 
 
Attendance: Stephen Strait, Ken Cox, Kurt Voight, Kevin Kaija, Kathy Callan-
Rondeau, Jean Goldsborough (Recorder). Jason Rasmussen, MARCVT. Guests: 
Mai and Stan Rashid, Lisa Silvester, Annie Rubright, Ray Johnson, Russ Corbin, 
Joyce Corbin, Bill Bakker, Jane Philpin, Mark Corbin, Sally Barngrove, John 
Philpin, Carol Boerner. Apologies if anyone was missed. 
 
The ZBA meeting was called to order (0:50) by Ken Cox at 7:13 pm. 

1. Changes to the Agenda – no changes 
2. Elect a chairman to replace Ken Cox as of July 2, 2021 – Ken nominated 

Kurt, Steve 2nd,no other nominations. Roll call vote, 4 votes 4 and one 
abstention (Kurt). Will be effective at Ken’s resignation date of July 1. 

3. Recommend to the SB a replacement to fill Ken’s seat – Ken nominated 
Jean, Kurt 2nd, all were in favor. Jean will be recommended to the 
Selectboard for appointment to ZBA and RPC. 

4. Discuss the recording secretary duties for the July hearing and beyond – 
looking for a new Recording Secretary. Steve suggests each member 
think hard about folks they know and make the ask. Absent a 
replacement we can use the recording. Kurt says we need to ask all Zoom 
members to identify themselves verbally before the meeting starts and 
votes need to be roll call voting (unless unanimous - by consensus.) 

5. Update on the July 6th public hearing – starts at 7:00 PM, a total of 3 
hours are allotted for this hearing.  Participation in person at Town Hall 
or remotely through Zoom or call in. At least one person must be in 
Town Hall for the in-person meeting, All members agreed they will 
attend in person.  Bob Allen will be there in person, and he is hosting the 
Zoom. Jean has spoken with Gerry Marletta who isn’t available that date 
but is willing to meet with Jean to show how to set up. We still need 
someone to manage the Zoom hosting. Jason will check with Steve as he 
may be available.  Ken says there is a current time limit set for Interested 



Persons to speak for 3 minutes. We can change that to 5 minutes.  
Discussed clarification on speaking multiple times and counting towards 
the 3 or 5 minutes.  Jason thinks it is probably not too rigid considering 
the intent of the time limit Ken says we should ensure that everyone on 
the Service List has an opportunity to speak if they want to and can limit 
that to 2 rounds of speaking. Kevin is in favor of 5 minutes for the limit.  
The Service List can be used to go through this list one at a time to allow 
them to speak, then limit it to 2 rounds. Kevin is in favor of 5 minutes, 
Kathy agreed yet thinks we need further clarification on speaking 
guidelines.  Ken described the basic order of the hearing. Discussion on 
attorneys’ representation, time limits for the applicants, appellants and 
Zoning Administrator.  The Rules give the Chair of the Board latitude to 
establish and manage this during the hearing. Kurt asks that each ZBA 
Member contact him individually to voice their opinions on best conduct 
and management guidelines.  Steve shared his thoughts based on his 
interpretation of the rules. Interested Persons identify themselves and it is 
recorded on the Service List. Ken thinks one other ZBA Member could 
do this - Steve is willing.  Kevin volunteered to be timekeeper.  Kevin 
can communicate non-verbally with Kurt to notify him time is up.  Ken 
made a motion that we establish a maximum 5 minutes per Interested 
Person for each of 2 rounds, Kevin 2nd, all in favor. Interested Persons 
identify themselves and explain why they are and interested party.  Only 
Interested Persons can participate in the hearing. Joyce clarified she and 
Russ as Interested Persons and sent an email to Kurt as instructed. Kurt 
clarified that any email he gets prior to the hearing will be forwarded to 
the attorney.  Jason said if anyone is concerned about time or inability to 
be present they can submit written testimony – send to the ZBA Chair.   

6. Other business – Jean suggests that the ZBA have access to all zoning 
activity and records for at least a full fiscal year, not calendar year. Kevin 
feels these records are public information and he is in favor of access to 
archived records. Steve says he believes the permits are valid for one year 
from date of issue and that is what is typically available on the website but 
older records can be accessed by going to Town Hall.  Discussion included 
how much work might be involved in scanning retroactive records.  Kurt 
says we still have the weak link in this system Jean also asked if anyone 
knew if there was a Zoning Permit required for the Hammondsville Tavern 
as it appears the footprint was increased.  The question should be asked of 
the ZA who isn’t present.  Ken agreed to inquire of Bob and email it to 
Steve.  



7. Public comments - Ray asked about Interested Persons by 10 or more 
people on a petition. The rules say these petition signers must assign a 
spokesperson for that group. Lisa S. asked if the order of the speakers of 
the hearing are final. Ken said no, not yet. She asked that considering the 
appeal is of the Zoning Administrator’s decision, not the landowners 
themselves and the order of the speakers at the hearing.  Ken will take it 
under advisement and consult the lawyer. 

5. Adjourn. Ken moved at 8:17, Kevin 2nd. All in favor. 
 
The Planning Commission Meeting (1:05:05) was called to order by Steve at 8:17 

1. Changes to the Agenda – no changes 
 2.  Approve the minutes of the June 7, 2021 PC meeting – no changes, 

approved as recorded. 
3. Discuss Town Plan Chapter 11 Implementation – Jason reviewed the 

changes in the Education Chapter first. Jean had written 2 options for 
Goals and Actions and consensus preferred the single bullet statement 
(Option 1.)  Kathy’s references were also accepted by consensus. Jason 
reviewed the Implementation Chapter. There were several edits made to 
simplify wording and presentation of more recent data. Jason explained 
the Hammondsville as a hamlet has changed (from rural) in the Regional 
Town Plan.  Jean will get a newer photo of Robinson Hall to Jason. The 
Implementation Matrix was reviewed, and edits were made. The 
compartmentalization of items suggested was welcomed so Jason will 
change that.  Steve and Jason will work on the right side of the matrix to 
be discussed in the August meeting. The first one was done in this 
meeting as an example and further review as a group next meeting. 

4. Discuss any remaining work on the Town Plan and its public hearing – 
Steve suggested this needs to wait until next time. 

5. Plan for the August meeting – August 2nd.  Do we need a 2nd 
meeting in July? Yes, scheduled for July 19th.  In person at Town 
Hall and decide if we will have a Zoom offering.  Jason will print 4 
copies of the TP, Kathy will pick them up and deliver them to each 
member through Town Hall. 

5. Other business – Kevin sent an email just tonight about 
sequestered carbon and would like this on the next meeting 
agenda.  Steve reminded us that anyone can contact the ZA if they 
see a project going on that they think might require a permit. Kevin 
also inquired about temporary housing and expand units within a 
single house.  The consensus was probably yes.  

6. Public comments - none 



7.  Kevin moved to adjourn, Kathy 2nd, adjourned at 8:59 
 


