Reading Planning Commission Meeting

June 3, 2019 – unapproved minutes

Present: Stephen Strait, Ken Cox, Kevin Kaija, Kathy Callan-Rondeau, Kurt Voight.

Guests: Jason Rasmussen, Robert Allen, Brian Aspell.

The Public Hearing on the proposed changes to the Zoning Ordinance opened at 7:05 pm. Mr. Aspell asked questions about changes to the Ridgeline Protection Overlay District (RPOD). The Commission (PC) explained why they had reduced the size of the RPOD, and also increased from 20 feet to 50 feet the minimum vertical distance between the roof of a building and the ridge behind it. The Hearing was left open in case others showed up to ask questions and the regular meeting started at 7:20 pm. There were no changes to the Agenda.

Minutes of May 6, 2019 – Approved as posted on the town website with a correction to the Planning Commission’s email address. The correct address is shown at the end of the minutes. 

Mail/email – Jason reported on two grant programs: Municipal Planning Grants with a fall deadline (a possibility for the PC) and Bicycle and Pedestrian Grants (not appropriate for the town at this time).  Steve reminded members of the VT League of Cities and Towns’ spring Planning and Zoning Forum.

SWCRPC News – Kathy reported that the regional planning commission (SWCRPC) continues to work on updating its Policies and Financial Controls. It also plans to purchase the building it occupies in Ascutney, VT. The SWCRPC has been critical of and responded to the Public Utility Commission’s proposed new rules on net-metering of renewable energy facilities.

Town Plan Survey – The Commission reviewed the online draft of the survey, approved a few minor edits to the text, and agreed to add an introductory statement and new questions on “rural character”, child care, and education. The SWCRPC (who is putting the survey online for Reading) will make the changes to the survey before the PC approves it for release to the public. 

Solar Screening Discussion - Michael Caduto will attend the next PC meeting to share his experience working with the Woodstock PC on siting, screening, and set backs for solar arrays. 

The Public Hearing – The hearing was closed at 8:20 pm. The Commission voted (5-0) to send the proposed zoning changes on to the Select Board for their public hearing. Steve will email Robert Allen so he can add that to the SB’s Agenda.

Next meeting – July 1, 2019 at 7pm. 

Adjournment – 8:30 pm

Respectfully submitted,
Stephen Strait 

readingvt.plancomm@gmail.com

