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On December 15, 1952, Sherman Howe wrote in his bi-weekly newspaper “Reading Review” that “at long last, the Reading Historical Society has been launched.”

Two weeks later, he wrote. “The main purpose of any Historical Society is to preserve for posterity records of the doings of our ancestors. In preserving the facts the Society can act as a buffer against oblivion. We would like to point out that while the founding meeting was made up of descendants of some of Reading’s oldest families, the membership must comprise everyone sympathetic to the project. We wish to urge everyone to save any articles or papers that relate in any way to Reading History.”

With that paragraph, the Reading Historical Society began. Sixty-five years later, the society still doing what it can to preserve the “records of the doings of our ancestors.” We’re also going to do a bit of celebrating this year. 

Watch this space, the current “Reading Review” published in The Vermont Standard, and Front Porch Forum for announcements of events the society will be putting together this year. We’ll have a jeep ride visiting historic spots in town. We’re working on having talks at the museum. And like last year, the museum will be open at select times during the warmer months.

Also, over the course of the remaining months of the year, I’m going to dig into the archives and highlight what is the past to us, but was the future to Sherman Howe. In other words, things that happened in Reading from 1953 to 2018. I am sure there are people in town who have ideas, memories, and stories to share with me. Please send your suggestions to stephen.d.dagostino@gmail.com.

We invite you to celebrate with us. Consider joining the society if you are someone “sympathetic to the project.” Membership is $15 for adults, $20 for families, $10 for individual senior citizens, $100 for individual sustaining members, and $200 for individual lifetime membership. 

At 65, the Reading Historical Society is vibrant, engaged, and full of energy. I can only wish that for myself when I’m that age!
