Reading Planning Commission Meeting 

July 6, 2020 – unapproved minutes

The Planning Commission (PC) met remotely using the ZOOM format. The meeting was recorded and the link to it is on Reading’s website. Each Agenda item below is followed by the approximate time that subject appears in the recording.  

Present: Stephen Strait, Ken Cox, Kevin Kaija, Kurt Voight, Kathy Callan-Rondeau.
Guest: Jason Rasmussen, So.Windsor County Regional Planning Commission (SWCRPC)

The meeting started at 7:01 pm

Changes to the Agenda – There were none.
Minutes of June 1, 2020 – Since there were no changes to the minutes of the June 1st meeting they stand as posted on Reading’s website.
Mail/email – (8 minutes) Steve and the commission briefly discussed a subdivision application from Mr. Windish for a parcel he owns on the west side of Route 106, north of Hammondsville. The group agreed that they needed more information to proceed and Steve will contact Robert Allen, Zoning Administrator, with details.

SWCRPC News – Kathy reported that the SWCRPC has been holding meetings over ZOOM. They are operating under a “skinny budget” for the immediate future.

Energy Committee Updates – (11 minutes) Kevin reported that area energy commissions are encouraging that solar panels be placed on the former Windsor Minerals building. He will be meeting with the Selectboard to discuss managing the grant for testing water sources in town. The grant money will be used to hire a testing lab to initially check water sources in Felchville center and then in the surrounding area if funds allow.

Hall Foundation Footbridge and Parking Lot Project –  (15 minutes) Ken, the chair of the Zoning Board of Adjustment (ZBA), has scheduled a public hearing for this project on August 3, 2020 at 7 p.m. The foundation wishes to construct a parking lot for visitors northeast of the North Branch of the Black River, on the east side of Route 106, and a footbridge across the river for access to the Visitor Center. The meeting will be on ZOOM.

Town Plan chapter discussions: Drafts of the following chapters are online at https://swcrpc.org/reading-town-plan/. Please send comments or questions to the Commission at readingvt.plancomm@gmail.com.

Housing – (20 minutes) The Commission discussed the importance of affordable housing for residents and the challenges the town faces to provide it. In the past they have reviewed the Zoning Ordinance to make sure there are no regulations that hinder this objective. New data on new house construction, median house prices and median income was added to the chapter.  

Education – (40 minutes) Education has been moved from the Facilities and Utilities chapter to a new chapter. The chapter addresses the town joining the Windsor Central MUUD; the 4th, 5th, and 6th grades moving to Woodstock; and town attitudes about these changes as expressed in the Town Plan Survey. The chapter also addresses the impact of COVID-19 on education, the importance of Internet access for everyone, and the uncertainties about educating children in the future.


Natural Resources - (60 minutes) The Commission members made minor changes to the draft correcting web references and footnoted data sources They filled in details about cemeteries and historic sites in town. The group discussed flood resiliency and the cost sharing rates for flood damage and encouraged that land in the “Current Use” program not be posted. Ken added a new section, Beaver Wetlands, to the chapter following Kevin’s suggestion.

Plan for Next Meeting – (1 hour, 48 minutes) The ZBA will meet remotely using ZOOM on August 3, 2020 at 7 pm. They will conduct a Public Hearing on a Conditional Use application for the Hall Foundation footbridge and parking lot. If time allows the PC will continue to review Town Plan chapter drafts for Land Use and Energy.

Other Business – None.

Adjournment – 8:51 pm. 

Respectfully submitted,


Stephen Strait

readingvt.plancomm@gmail.com

