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The Reading Bunny Hop 
Saturday, April 11 at 10 AM 

Bartley Memorial Field 
 

Toddlers to 6th graders (and their parents) 
 

Peter Cotton Tail is hopping his way to Bartley Memorial Field  
for an Easter egg hunt, fun, and games.  
Bring your basket and have some fun!!!  

(If the weather’s bad, Peter will take a detour to the Reading Elementary School).  
  

Sponsored by the Reading Recreation Commission 
For more information, please call  

Stephen D’Agostino at 917-859-0238 or Lisa Kaija at 802-952-8395 
 

The Recreation Commission loves volunteers!  
If you’re interested in helping out with the Reading Bunny Hop, contact a member of the commission. 

 
If you can make a donation of candy to be stuffed in the eggs,  

please leave it at the Town Office before April 6th.  

The Reading Informer 
  April 2020 

Published by the Town of Reading 
 

If you wish to receive the Informer by email please send a note to the Town Clerk 

at readingvermont@comcast.net  

11th Reading Area Community Blood Drive  

Wednesday, April 1, 2020  
Time: 1:00 PM - 06:00 PM 

Site: Mt. Ascutney Holiday Inn & Resort 
Please help us to reach - or exceed -  

our goal of 40 units of blood. 
 
Go to www.redcrossblood.org, sign in, and sign up for zip code 05037.  
If you have any questions or concerns, call 1-800-RED-CROSS (1-800-733-2767). 
THANK YOU!              Lani Wadelton  

http://redcrossblood.org/
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OLD STONE CHURCH 
Tyson Road, South Reading, Vermont 

 
COME CELEBRATE EASTER WITH US 

 
SUNDAY, APRIL 12, 2020 

11:30 A.M. 
 

REV. CHRISTIAN HEUBNER 
 

MUSIC BY THE VERY TALENTED  
BOWEN FAMILY 

 
Bring the children and your singing voices 

 
COME AND REJOICE WITH US 
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The Reading Recreation Commission  
Winter Concert Series  4th and Final For the Season  

Music • Dinner • Community 
Presents 

“Adverse Conditions”  

Tim Kilbride & Konnie Kamel 

Saturday, April 4, 2020 
7pm (doors open at 6:30pm) 

Reading Town Hall 
 

BYOB      Listen happily    Drink responsibly  
 

The dinner buffet for April will be provided by the Reading Recreation  Committee. 
 
The Reading Winter Concert Series is a benefit for four local organizations: The Reading/West Wind-
sor Food Shelf, the Reading Green Spaces Committee, the Reading Recreation Commission, and the 
Ottauquechee Health Foundation.  
 

Admission is $10 (free for children 15 and under), which gives you a night of great music 
and dinner. Please bring non-perishable food items (that are not beyond their expiration 
date), which will be donated to the Reading/West Windsor Food Shelf. 
 

For more information, contact Stephen D’Agostino at  stephen.d.dagostino@gmail.com. 
 

It was time to license your dog (s)  

   on April 1st  

  Now there is a late fee.  
You must have a copy of a current  rabies vaccination certificate.   

           

 Dog Fees: Males/Females $13.00 Neutered/Spayed  $ 9.00 
After April 1st:  add a late fee of $2.00 / $4.00 

 

Notice:  Felchville Cemetery Association  
Annual Meeting 

Tuesday, April 28th at 7 PM 
Location:  Jane Cleveland’s Home  

697 VT. Rte. 106 
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 Selectboard Meeting Minutes 
March 9, 2020 
UNAPPROVED 

The meeting was called to order at 6:00pm. 
 
Present:  Robert Allen, Gordy Eastman, Calista Brennan, Glen Towne, Garett Neill, Karl Hansen, Heather Evans, David 
Appleton, Annie Rubright, John Fike, Lisa Kaija and Marie Anderson  Robert started the meeting asking if there were 
changes to the agenda. No changes.  Minutes of the February 10, 2020 Selectboard meeting were approved as printed. 
 
Treasurer’s Report: As of 2/29/2020, Expenses were $66,681.42, Revenue was $6,108.31, and the balance in Masco-
ma is $817,255.21. Delinquent taxes for 2018 and 2019 are $43,412.06. Gordy moved to approve and Robert second-
ed.  Calista said that a couple had paid off after the report was printed.  Report is accepted.   
 
Action Items:  
          OTHER: Robert started with other as there were several people in attendance.  Garret Neill s ready to start  on  
 the Robinson Hall siding work this month.  He gave a payment schedule to the Selectboard, so that he can get  
 the material.   

 
John Fike told board that the statewide parcel mapping was complete.  He has been looking at the system and 
is concerned about the timing of updates at the State level. 
 
Marie Anderson wanted to know if it was ok to have an outside celebration for the 50th Green Up day at the 
Town Hall.  The board didn’t see any problems with that.  She also wanted to ask the board about changing 
their meeting so that the board could go to the school board meetings.  Calista said that the school board was 
looking to changing their meeting.  The Selectboard decided to wait and see what the school board does.  
Heather asked that the school board meeting be put on the calendar in the Informer. 
 
Annie asked if the roads are posted, and large trucks create damage, could the Town recoup the cost of fixing 
the roads.  Robert explained that obviously there is a procedure, however, he was not sure of the exact details. 
It was also mentioned that it becomes a problem with who really created the damage unless caught ‘in the act’ 
as some trucks are allowed on posted roads. 
 

Food Shelf Emergency Generator:  Robert received an email from Dana Waters, president of the Food Shelf 
asking if they could use the Town’s propane account for running a generator.  The board agreed to allow 
them to use the account.  We will look into billing them for the usage or increasing the yearly rent.  Calista 
will email Dana and let him know. 

MRGP (Municipal Road General Permit) Report:  The road inventory has been done so Robert will file the re-
port. 

Highways: Glen said the road were all in good shape as of now.  There haven’t been any truck issues recently.  
Robert said that the paperwork for a grant for paving will be submitted, but he did not think that Reading 
would be receiving any grant money again this year. 

EAB (Emerald Ash Borer) Road Inventory:   Glen will be attending the meeting in Ludlow March 10th.  He will 
then get together with Hannah Dallas to go over what should be done in Reading. 

Resolution regarding 2nd Amendment of the US Constitution:  David Appleton has talked with Gordy about 
this and wanted to bring it to the Selectboard.  Gordy explained that this was a nonbinding resolution about 
the right to bear arms.  Other Towns in the State have voted to sign this and others have voted it down. The 
Selectboard voted to table this until more information is available. 

Liquor License – Keepers Restaurant and Reading Greenhouse: The licenses were signed. 
Appointment of Town Officials:  This was tabled until Jim could be present with the exception of signing the 

resolution to appoint representatives to the EC Fiber board.  John Malcolm will continue to represent Read-
ing, with Bill Bakker and Gerry Marletta as alternates. 

Elect Chair of the Selectboard:  This was tabled until Jim could be present. 
 
Other: No additional business was brought up. 
 
The meeting adjourned at 7:00pm   Next Selectboard meeting will be on Monday, April 13, 2020 
Respectfully Submitted,      Calista N Brennan, Town Clerk 
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Green Mountain Smokehouse 
Voted 2014 Best Bacon Yankee Magazine 

Rte. 5 Windsor, VT           802-674-6653 
 - Maple Sugar Cured Ham    - Smoked Sausages 
 - VT Smoked Cheddar Cheese    -Marinated Meats 
 - Garlic/Herb Smoked Chicken   - 10 Flavors of Sau-
sage 
 - Bacon & Canadian Style Bacon    - Beef Jerky    
 - Hickory Smoked Turkey Breast    - Pepperoni  

Law Office of Peter K. Vollers, PLC 
_______________________________________________________________ 

Peter K. Vollers, Esq. 

Dana Twigg-Smith, Paralegal 

T’Other House 
4 The Green 

Woodstock, Vermont 05091 
Tel: 802-457-2420             Fax: 802-457-9960 

pvollers@vollerslaw.com            dtwiggsmith@vollerslaw.com 

 
 Vermont Facial Aesthetics  
Sells amazing sunscreens and skincare! 

Consultations are complimentary!  

Please Call 802.356.2343 

Vermontfacialaesthetics.com 

 

 

THE SPRINGFIELD BARBER 
Pam Eastman 

307 Clinton St.,   Springfield, VT 
802-885-3232 

Regular & Styled   
Walk-in Service 

Tues 7-5         Wed 9 -7  
   Thurs 7-3           Fri 7– 5            Sat 7-12 

Jim & Sandy Peplau’s 

Happy Acres Farm 
 

Pure Maple Syrup, Hand Braided Rugs 
826 Twenty Mile Stream Road 

South Reading, VT  05153 

802 - 484-7806 

www.happyacresfarm.com 
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Reading Planning Commission Meeting 
March 9, 2020 – unapproved, abbreviated minutes 

Detailed minutes are available on the Town Website 
 

Present:  Stephen Strait, Ken Cox, Kevin Kaija, Kurt Voight, Kathy Callan-Rondeau, Jason Rasmussen, 
Jean Goldsborough.  Guests: Brian Aspell, Penny Allyn, John Fike, Bill Bakker, Robert Allen, Gordy East-
man. 
 
The meeting was called to order at 7:03 pm. 

1. Changes to the Agenda – Stephen requested public discussions first before the PC’s remaining  
agenda. 
  
2. The PC hosted a Public Discussion on “Future Trends” for Reading and address issues such as 

changing demographics for all age groups, changing property values, real estate trends, affordable 
housing, local employment opportunities, etc. A few experts in these topics were invited. 2 of the 3 
Listers attended to present. 

  A.  John Fike/Penny Allyn, Listers – John gave some numbers to illustrate any changes or 
trends between 2010 and 2019.  Overall Grand List reduced by 18% in the 10 years since the hous-
ing bubble bust in 2009. Total value of the town has gone down. Non-resident/Resident split is about 
60/40. 

B.  Jason Rasmussen presented additional information.  Population trends seem similar to 
many other area towns in the rural area. Trends show concerns referencing an aging pop-
ulation, lack of growth, need for more younger families, and fears about losing the 
school. 

3. Approval of the minutes of the February meeting as they appear on the town’s website.  
       Motion to approve Kurt, 2nd, unanimous. 
4.    Reports:  

A.  Regional Planning Commission activities (Kathy) - Next Meeting on 23rd.  Will 
vote on the approval of Reading’s Town Plan (the re-adoption approved by Se-
lectboard.)   

B.  Energy Committee (Kevin) – first meeting will be March 13th at 6pm at Fire Sta-
tion.   

5.   Update on ways to record meeting discussions beyond written minutes - Jean reported ap 
proximate cost of external microphones, storing the audio files for PC and/or public, etc.  
Kurt made a motion to approach the Selectboard for permission to purchase a microphone. 
Seconded, all in favor. 

7.   Update on the Hall Foundation footbridge project - The current plan on the bridge is that it is 
going to go through more discussion before the applicant completes the permit for condition-
al use. More to be determined. 

7.   Other business. None. 
8.   Plans for the April meeting - The focus of the April Meeting will be the Utilities and Facili-

ties chapter and Economic Development chapter.  Jason will meet with PC members to dis-
cuss items for each chapter that they are working on.  

 
 
Next PC Meeting –April 6th at 7 pm.  Kathy’s motion to adjourn was seconded.  Adjourned 8:36 

pm.  
 
 
Respectfully submitted,  
Jean G. Goldsborough, Recorder 
 

http://www.lapizzalupo.com/home/
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Regional Planning Commissions — Reading Home Survey 
What do you think about your home? 

 
Maybe it’s the perfect fit for you. Or maybe you think it’s too big, too small, too expensive, too far 
from work or needs too much work. What do you think about the other homes in your neighbor-
hood? No matter your answer, we want you to tell us about it.  
 
The Keys to the Valley Team is a partnership of Three Regional Planning Commissions  

• Southern Windsor County (VT) 
• Two Rivers Ottauquechee (VT) 
• Upper Valley Lake Sunapee (NH) 

 

 

Take the  Keys to the Valley Survey.    Answering a few questions about your housing choices 
and experience living in the region will provide insight into where and what kinds of homes are 
needed in the region.  You can access the survey on the Town of Reading  website at: 
www.readingvt.govoffice.com 
 

  Enter the following internet link into your browser to access the survey.      
 https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/D6S32QL  

The survey closes on April 30.  

Backyard Composting Workshop 
 
Windsor Welcome Center – Sat – April 25 at 2:00 
 
The presentation is about 30 minutes with time for 
questions after. 
 
To sign up, call 674-9235 or email mobri-
en@swcrps.org  
 
As of July 1, 2020, food scrapes are banned from 
the trash.  Compost them in your backyard, bring 
them to the transfer station or pay for pick up. 

The State of Vermont has unclaimed money 
- 

 

It could be yours!!  Check out the list in the 
Town Clerks Office or go on line.  It’s easy 

to claim! 

Unclaimed Property 
State of Vermont Treasurers’ Office 

109 State Street – 4th Floor 
Montpelier, VT 05602-6200 

802-828-2407 
Email: tre.unclaimedproperty@vermont.gov 

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=00162506JYCFCGf4N7o4An4yTXNqzGJe3eOYwTMewkP1x2bxMT-ASvUWpUkT5IE3Kdw09tb5UPzf2T6jLhHvFW91JC4gX1Pf1kSycYTKzGMl2-lhzGcRMUDj-eBbnAiQJCJ6H__VXBeTSPHBzN-ltbDqpZhQ5SjfatZonppwWzxuT0=&c=Z3tlw3Z2lzYiFxU7-7xIl7quiDaSo4TKQxnAmNEjKswjUGT8zxs2K
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/D6S32QL
mailto:mobrien@swcrps.org
mailto:mobrien@swcrps.org
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Reading Historical Society 
The Hamlets of Reading 

 
If someone were to show you the outlines of a random town in Windsor County and asked you to 
identify it, you would be hard-pressed to do so. That’s because two-thirds of the 21 outlines look al-
most identical. Reading's outline is one of those. 
 
Blown up to real size, the square that represents our town is approximately six-miles by six-miles. At 
the pace I walk, I could probably trek from the Cavendish line to the Woodstock line in about two 
hours. 
 
Reading is not huge. Neither is Woodstock or Barnard or Pomfret. Yet within these neat squares, 
there are hamlets. In Reading, for example, we have Hammondsville, South Reading, and Felchville. In 
present-day Vermont, as in other rural places, these names and places seem quaint. As geographic 
designations, they seem almost unnecessary. However, in times when travel wasn’t as fast or conven-
ient, they were bustled with businesses. 
 
At the Reading Historical Society's Annual Meeting, held last month, Deborah Lee Luskin gave the 
presentation "Getting from Here to There: A History of Roads and Settlement in Vermont.” In it, she 
talked about, among other things, these villages in rural towns. She noted that a lot of these hamlets 
are five miles distant from other, similar places. That is, they are a comfortable walking distance. 
From the border of Reading and Cavendish, Hammondsville, according to Google Maps, is 5.2 miles 
along Route 106. According to Gilbert A. Davis's first volume of Reading history, Hammondsville was 
along the road from Boston, Mass. to Woodstock. In 1822, William Hawkins built a hotel there.  
 
Then along comes Felchville, coming into existence just a few years after Hawkins built his hotel. It is 
about five miles from South Reading, so perhaps William Felch, the village’s founder, planned its 
placement using the “walking rule.” Over time, it became the center of Reading (not Reading Center) 
in importance, business, and commerce. The hotel in Hammondsville is gone. Only Keeper's hints at 
the hamlet's former relevance. Businesses are gone from South Reading. Now from Felchville, you can 
drive south to Cavendish, arriving in minutes. You can drive north through Hammondsville to the 
Woodstock line in maybe 10 minutes. Or you can go west up Tyson Road to Plymouth in about 15 
minutes. Just don't blink. These roads, every road in Vermont, has a history you may miss. 
       Stephen D’Agostino  

Doing your income taxes!  Don’t forget to file form HS-122 Vermont Homestead Declaration AND 

Property Tax Credit Claim by April 15, 2020 
Homestead Declaration- Reading parcel owners who have their domicile in Reading are required to file a Vermont Home-
stead Declaration annually on or before April 15!  
 
This is the criteria for determining income sensitivity eligibility for any residential state-wide educational property tax 
adjustment. Individual circumstances may require filing for an income tax extension. Remind your tax preparer of the 
annual Vermont Homestead filing requirement and the date for filing. There are no extensions for the Homestead     
Declaration  Late Filings  are subject to late penalties.  
  
Per the Selectboard there will not be any waiving of penalties! 
 
Non-residents- These parcel owners pay the non- resident state-wide education tax only adjusted for the Local CLA. 
Impact of not filing Homestead Declaration-If you have your domicile in Reading and fail to file a declaration, you are 
subject to paying any difference between the residential and non-residential education tax plus a substantial penalty.  
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PLUMBING & HEATING  

CONTRACTOR 
 

Malagash Road PO Box 183 

Reading, Vermont  05062 

 

 

EDWARD ALLEN                       (802) 484-5580 

Law Office of 

SPRINGER & KELLY, P.C. 
12 Depot Avenue 

Post Office Box 245 
Windsor, Vermont 05089 

(802) 674-2649                                              
Fax: (802) 674-2990  

Springerlaw1@comcast.net 

LOGGING & LAND CLEARING                                 SANDING 
BRUSH CHIPPING                                        SNOW PLOWING 
BUSH HOGGING                                      LIGHT EXCAVATION 
 

ROLLING MEADOWS FARM 
CUSTOM FARMING 

David Goodhouse * 484-5540 
 
 
 

Ruff Works Rehabilitation  
Canine Physical Therapy  
 
Annie Rubright, P.T., CCRT 
Reading, VT 
annie@Ruff-Works.com 
cell (802) 738-5680  
                                                                                                
Certified Canine Rehabilitation Therapist  

CRI 

James Cloud 
Logging & Trucking  

 
READING, VT 
802-484-5946 

Firewood                                      Snowplowing 

 

 
TREE PRESERVATION 

802.484.5539 
Experienced•Insured•References 

KRIS BLANCHARD 
Northeast Rural Resource Management, LLC 

Member National Arborist Association 

Attention Reading High School Seniors 

The annual Paul Robbins Service Award is now accepting applications  

for this $500 scholarship.  

Applications are available at the Town Office, at the Woodstock High School guidance   
office and on the Reading website:  www.readingvt.govoffice.com 

 

Deadline for submission is May 5th to the Reading Town Office 
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Librarian’s Note 
 
The Reading Public Library is again offering a free Seed Library to its patrons. Here's how it works. 

Choose - Come and browse the library’s vegetable, herb, and flower seed collection. Check some 
seeds out to yourself (up to 6 seed packets, 1 per plant type). 

Grow - Take the seeds home and plant them in your garden. 
Save (if you want to) - If you decide to save some seeds at the end of the season, let at least 3 plants 

of the same type go to seed. Harvest the seeds and return them to the library so others can use 
them next spring. Or keep the new seeds yourself to use in your own garden. 

There are no penalties for not saving seeds. You’re welcome to take seeds whether or not you harvest 
any. If you want to harvest some seeds but aren't sure how, we have resources available. 
                                                                                                                   
We subscribe to several children’s magazines: Ask (arts & sciences for kids), Ladybug (“the magazine 
for young children”), National Geographic for Little Kids, and Ranger Rick. We keep several back issues 
of each, and these are available for checkout.                 
 
The library has a Kindle available for borrowing. Patrons must be at least 18 years old with a library 
account in good standing (no overdue materials).                                            
 
As of this writing, the Hallowanukkah candle shines on. A reminder that the little battery-operated 
tealight has been burning since Halloween. The person whose guess is closest to the date the candle 
goes out will win a new book of his or her choosing, courtesy of the library. You can call, email, or come 
by the library to submit your guess. 
 
Cordially,  
Tony                                                                                                                                                    
Reading Public Library. Tues. 12-3:30 p.m. & 4-7; Thurs. 10 a.m.-1:30 p.m. & 2-5; Sat. 10 a.m.-2 p.m. Mail: P.O. Box 7, Reading, 
VT 05062. Tel. 802-484-5588. E-mail: reading.public.library@comcast.net. Web: www.readinglibrary.org. The board meets the 
last Tues. of each mth. at 6 p.m. Wi-Fi 24/7. 

 

Property Transfer/Sales 
  
 Norman & Denise Dupuis  to  Patrick & Elizabeth Sheehan 
       43 Matthews Drive   Home & 3.72 acres $222,000  

Aging in Place Community Forum 
April 20, 2020—Thompson Senior Center 

99 Senior Lane Woodstock, VT 
 

Would you like to learn what other communities in the Mt. Ascutney area are doing to 
improve the lives of their older neighbors? 
Join us for lunch at 12pm followed by interactive conversa-
tions starting at 1:00pm. 
Sponsored by the Mt. Ascutney Hospital Senior Wellness 
Workgroup.              

RSVP to Joshua.fontaine@mahhc.org  
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Reading– West Windsor  
Food Shelf  

Website:  rwwfoodshelf.org  
Monday 2:00 to 4:00 (Food Shelf) 

Thursday 4:00 to 6:00   

(Thrift Store & Food Shelf)  

Located at 3456 Tyson Road  

in South Reading at the Stone School House  

The Thrift Store is open to anyone, not just food 

shelf members.  Please feel free to stop in 

Inquiries please contact  

Sara Norcross 484-5097 

Dana Waters 802-291-3299 

To send a donation please mail to:  

Reading– West Windsor Food Shelf  

PO Box 384 Brownsville, VT 05037 

Meeting Schedule 

Town Contact Information  
  

 Town Clerk/Treasure Office 

484-7250 
Mon, Tues, Wed,  8 am—4 pm 
Thursday  7:30 am—3:00 pm 

First Saturday of the Month by appointment 
Website: www.readingvt.govoffice.com 
Email: readingvermont@comcast.net 

 
Fire Warden - Fire Burning Permits 

Nathan Willard      484-0094  
Greg Smith      802-384-2101 

  

 Post Office  Iiri Makkonen   484-5994 
Retail Counter 

Monday – Friday 
9:30 am-12:30 pm, 1:30 pm—4:30 pm 

Saturday Retail Counter 
9:00 to 12:00 

Lobby 
                 Monday – Friday                        Saturday 
                     8 am to 5 pm                        8am to 12pm  

 Library 
484-5588 

Tuesday 12:00 to 3:30, 4:00 to 7:00 
Thursday 10:00 to 1:30, 2:00 to 5:00  

Saturday 10:00 to 2:00 
  

 Listers  484-7258 
Office Hours: Monday & Tuesday 8 - 11AM 

Email: rtownhall_464@comcast.net 
  

 Reading Elementary School 

484-7230 

Reading Planning Commission 
readingvt.plancomm@gmail.com  

Contribute to The Reading Review in The     
Vermont Standard. Author Stephen D’Agostino is 
always looking for newsy items, sweet Reading 
stories, or tidbits to share with our community.  

Send your ideas to him at  
stephen.d.dagostino@gmail.com  

Emergency Telephone Numbers  

Fire and Ambulance 911 

State Police 911 

Domestic/Sexual Violence Hotline 
866-348-WISE (9473) 
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
 

 
    1 2 3 4 Concert  Town 

Hall 6:30  pm 

5 6  Plan Comm.  Mtg.  

Town Hall 7 pm   
 

7 Fire & Res-

cue                             
7 pm    

8 Recreation  

Commission 6 pm  
Library   

9 10 11 Bunny Hop 

10 AM Bartley 
Field  

12 Stone 
Church Service 
11:30 AM    

13  6pm Select board 

Mtg.   
7 PM WCMUUSD Board 
MTG   

14 15 16 Green Space  

      6 PM  at Library 
 

17 18 

19 20 21 22 Cemetery 

Commission 6 pm 
Town Hall  

23  24 25 

26 27 28 Library 

Trustees 6 PM   

29 30   

April 2020   


