Charlie Chaplin Comes to Robinson Hall

[bookmark: _GoBack]Back before TV and radio, movies were a big deal. With so few other distractions and diversions from everyday life vying for attention in the mid-1920s, going to see a movie—and remember, they were silent at the time—must have seemed like a big deal.

On Friday, May 28, 1926, 193 adults and 33 children crowded into Robison Hall, paying 35 cents and 20 cents respectively to see Charlie Chaplin in “The Gold Rush.” That’s according to the hall’s cashbook, meticulously kept by B.M. Newton for the movie seasons from 1923-1926.

And when the movie was over, the evening was not. For another 50 cents, citizens of Reading attended a dance, complete with an orchestra. The movie was repeated on Saturday night for another 36 viewers.

According to the cashbook, a different movie was played every weekend between the beginning of April and the end of December (though 1923’s season ran into January). Apart from “The Gold Rush,” some other notable films shown in Robinson Hall include “The Ten Commandments” (1925), “The Dictator” (1923), and “Don Q,” starring Douglas Fairbanks (1926).

You can be sure that when the residents of our town ran into each other 90 years ago on Saturday or Sunday, they spoke of their big evening out watching the marvel of movies and then dancing the night away. And you can be sure this same scene was repeated in towns all over Vermont and New England. 

What would these same people think of us watching (and hearing) movies at home on TV or laptop, phone or tablet? I can imagine them saying, “We had it so good.”

(Special thanks to Jim and Sue Mulder for letting me borrow the cashbook to write this article.)
