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Primary Election 
Absentee Ballot Requests For 

Tuesday, August 11, 2020 
 

The polls will be open 7AM to 7PM but if you would like to vote by absentee 
ballot, please go to https://myp.vermont.gov/ to request an absentee ballot.  
This MUST be requested no later than Wednesday, August 5th in order for 
the ballot to be mailed to you and returned to the Town Office by August 11, 
at 7 PM.    
 
Please remember that the US Postal Service is handling much more mail 
than normal during this time, so it is taking longer for items to be delivered. 
 
You may also request a ballot from the Town Clerk by calling 802-484-7250.  

The Reading Informer 
  July 2020 

Published by the Town of Reading 
 

If you wish to receive the Informer by email please send a note to the Town Clerk 

at readingvermont@comcast.net  

12th Reading Area Community Blood Drive  

Wednesday, July 15, 2020  
Time: 1:00 PM - 06:00 PM 

Site: Mt. Ascutney Holiday Inn & Resort 
There will be special precautions in place to  

prevent the spread of the virus.  
 
Go to www.redcrossblood.org, sign in, and sign up for zip code 05037.  
If you have any questions or concerns, call 1-800-RED-CROSS (1-800-733-2767). 
THANK YOU!              Lani Wadelton  
Address: 485 Hotel Drive, Brownsville, VT, 05037, Ballroom 
Coordinator Name: Lanie Wadelton 
802-484-1226 (Thursday & Friday); 802-376-6676 (evenings and weekends) 

http://redcrossblood.org/
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Reading Cemetery Commission 
Request for Bids—Deadline July 17th; 4 PM  

 
Town of Reading Seeking Bids for Cemetery Mowing and Maintenance 
 
Overview: The Town of Reading is seeking bids for lawn mowing and grounds maintenance services 
for seven (7) town cemeteries for the period beginning April 1st, 2021 through December 31st, 2023.  
Maintenance of these properties includes a spring clean-up; mowing trimming and raking as needed; 
and a fall clean-up. The contractor agrees to furnish all equipment, fuel, materials, and labor neces-
sary to maintain the cemetery grounds. Successful bidders will need to provide evidence of liability 
and workers compensation insurance. 
 
How To Submit A Bid: Obtain and review the Request for Proposals (RFP) which includes a list of the 
cemeteries to be maintained, the specific terms being requested, and the bid submittal form. A copy of 
the RFP can be downloaded from the town website (http://www.readingvt.govoffice.com) on the 
‘Cemeteries of Reading’ tab. You can also obtain a copy of the RFP by emailing Town Clerk Calista 
Brennan at readingvermont@comcast.net. For questions, please contact the Chairman of the Reading 
Cemetery Commission, Adam Kozlowski at 801-389-6070. 

 
Sealed bids marked “Request for Proposal – Cemetery Mowing 2018” must be received by the       
Reading Town Clerk at 799 Route 106 (P.O. Box 72) Reading, VT 05062 prior to 4:00 
PM on Wednesday, July 17th, 2020. The bids will be reviewed and contract awarded at the following 
meeting of the   Cemetery Commissioners (July 22nd, 2020). 

http://www.readingvt.govoffice.com/
mailto:readingvermont@comcast.net
tel:801-389-6070
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Reading Recreation Commission Summer Events 
 
The Reading Recreation Commission is hopeful that we will be able to hold our summer events, in-

cluding Puddledock Park Parties and a re-imagined version of the Outdoor Game Night. 

 

But, of course, it is safety first. We are keeping a close eye on what the state allows for gatherings. If 

we can proceed, we are looking to hold an Ice Cream Social, live music, Art in the Park, s’mores night, 

and an outdoor movie on Puddledock Park starting in August.  

 

Keep your eyes on Front Porch Forum and the Reading Recreation Commission’s Facebook page 

(Facebook.com/ReadingParks) for more information. In the meantime, enjoy summer and stay safe! 

 
 

Reading Green Spaces Committee Report 
 

Our Puddledock Park is currently in a holding/ growing pattern. Our committee is waiting for the 

grass to fill in and then we will create some beautiful perennial beds, add some cool rocks to climb or 

sit on and haul out the tables and benches, hopefully within the next few weeks. As soon as this all 

happens Puddledock park is open for all to enjoy.  

 
We will keep you posted and in the meantime, get outside, stay safe and by all means have fun. 
 
Reading Green Spaces Committee 
 
 

Librarian's Note  
 
Interlibrary loan services are now back up and running. If we don't own the book you want, you can 

search our online catalog to see if another Vermont library has it and then have that title sent to us for 

curbside pickup. You'll find the link on our website, www.readinglibrary.org. You will need your      

library card number to place a hold on the book. If you don't know the number, call me at 484-5588 

or email me at reading.public.library@comcast.net and I will be happy to walk you through the       

process or do it for you. Something to keep in mind is that books from other libraries are generally 

not available to us until six months past their acquisition date.  

 
Cordially,  
Tony  
 

http://www.readinglibrary.org
mailto:reading.public.library@comcast.net
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 Selectboard Meeting Minutes 
June 8, 2020 

UNAPPROVED 
Meeting held and recorded with use of Zoom for public participation. 

 
The meeting was called to order at 6:06pm. 
 
Present at the Town Hall:  Robert Allen, Gordy Eastman, Jim Peplau, Calista Brennan, Glen Towne, Esther Allen and Mary 
Springer.  No Zoom attendees. 
 
Robert started the meeting asking if there were changes to the agenda. No changes. 
 
Minutes of the May 18, 2020 Selectboard meeting was approved as printed. 
 
Treasurer’s Report: As of 5-31/2020, Expenses were $187,351.29, Revenue was $10,446.95 and the balance in Mascoma is 
$526,395.51. Delinquent taxes for 2018 and 2019 are $35,611.35.  Jim moved to approve and Gordy seconded.  Calista stat-
ed that payments were being made on delinquent taxes.  Report is accepted.   
 
Action Items:  
 

Reading Health Officer Report Covid-19:  Mary gave a brief update the COVID-19 numbers across the state. There is 
a pop-up test site in Springfield on the 16th, please go to the Dept of Health website to sign up. Mary went over 
what Governor Scott has done in the last month about opening things up in the state and travel restrictions.   Mary 
also wanted to remind everyone that tick season is upon us and to be very aware of tick infection. Additional as of 
July 1st everyone must compost.  Landlords must provide receptacles and arrange for their disposal once a week.  
Trash haulers must provide recycling and trash removal education.  A list of Food Scrap Haulers is on the Vermont 
Department of Health website.  Reminder to stay safe, wear masks when in a crowd, 6’ social distancing and wash 
your hands often. Maintain a good immunity with lots of fresh fruits and vegetables.  

 
Highways: Glen reported that they are cleaning ditches and cutting and chipping trees.  They are a few culverts to be 

replace.  There is nothing new on the resolution of the transmission/engine power issues with the newer truck, 
and other towns are having the same problems, however Glen indicated that the truck was usable and somewhat 
improved over its original condition.   

 
Stream Bank Project on 20 Mile Stream: – Requests for bids have gone to contractors.  One of the bidders had asked 

out having Jason Waysville, Project Engineer look at some large stone on Jim Peplau’s property to determine if 
would be acceptable for this project. Jim commented that Jason had been there already and would be writing an 
opinion Tuesday June 9th; however Jason had told Jim it would be okay to use. Contractors will be notified and told 
to work directly with Jim if they wished more information for quoting and using that stone. 

 
Tyson Road Paving Proposal: – Robert suggested putting this on hold until quotes were received and a decision was 

made on the Stream Bank project on 20 Mile Stream.  The board agreed. 
 

Better Road Project on Spear Cemetery Road: – Some clear cutting has been done so that a “drop off” is very visible.  
Glen will put some posts and reflectors up as the road is not wide enough for a guardrail.   

 
Robinson Hall Siding: The work has started.  More information will be put out about the front of the building being 

closed as soon as the contractor can estimate a time frame for doing that end of the building. 
 

Windsor County Sheriffs Contract:  There are no changes in the contract for 2020-2021.  The board signed it. 
 

Grants for Town of Reading:  Calista has been working on a guide line for applying and administrating grants for the 
Town.  The board agreed that some guideline should be in place.  Calista will work on a few changes and get back 
to the board. 

 
Other: None 

 
The meeting adjourned at 6:37pm  
Next Selectboard meeting will be on Monday, July 13th in the Robinson Hall Dining Room for all.   
Respectfully Submitted, Calista N. Brennan, Town Clerk  
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Green Mountain Smokehouse 
Voted 2014 Best Bacon Yankee Magazine 

Rte. 5 Windsor, VT           802-674-6653 
 - Maple Sugar Cured Ham    - Smoked Sausages 
 - VT Smoked Cheddar Cheese    -Marinated Meats 
 - Garlic/Herb Smoked Chicken   - 10 Flavors of Sau-
sage 
 - Bacon & Canadian Style Bacon    - Beef Jerky    
 - Hickory Smoked Turkey Breast    - Pepperoni  

Law Office of Peter K. Vollers, PLC 
_______________________________________________________________ 

Peter K. Vollers, Esq. 

Dana Twigg-Smith, Paralegal 

T’Other House 
4 The Green 

Woodstock, Vermont 05091 
Tel: 802-457-2420             Fax: 802-457-9960 

pvollers@vollerslaw.com            dtwiggsmith@vollerslaw.com 

 
 Vermont Facial Aesthetics  
Sells amazing sunscreens and skincare! 

Consultations are complimentary!  

Please Call 802.356.2343 

Vermontfacialaesthetics.com 

 

 

THE SPRINGFIELD BARBER 

Pam Eastman 
307 Clinton St.,   Springfield, VT 

BY APPOINTMENT 

802-885-3232 

Regular & Styled  Tues 7-5         Wed 9 -7  

   Thurs 7-3           Fri 7– 3            Sat 7-1  

Jim & Sandy Peplau’s 

Happy Acres Farm 
 

Pure Maple Syrup, Hand Braided Rugs 
826 Twenty Mile Stream Road 

South Reading, VT  05153 

802 - 484-7806 

www.happyacresfarm.com 
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Planning Commission  Meeting Minutes  
June 1, 2020 – Virtual Meeting via Zoom 

Unapproved minutes 
 

Present: Stephen Strait (Chair), Ken Cox, Kevin Kaija, Kurt Voight, Kathy Callan-Rondeau, Jason Rasmussen (SWCRPC), 
Jean Goldsborough (Recorder).    
Zoom recorded minutes link:   https://drive.google.com/file/d/1_wONzpK7hk2hdi_8pzuZVh2XbOqxpdhE/view?
usp=sharing  
 
The meeting was called to order at 7:25 pm. 
 
NOTE: These are abbreviated minutes.  The full minutes can be found on the Town website. 
 
1.  No changes to the Agenda. 
2.  No changes to the March 9, 2020 minutes.  Steve approved the minutes of that meeting as is. 
3.  Reports: (5:35) 

A. Mail and email – Jason sent Steve hard copies of the Zoning Ordinance.   
B.  Regional Planning Commission - No updates from Jason.  

4.  Update on the Hall Foundation footbridge project: (9:25) Ken reported the applicants had all other permits but 
need to revise the plan to meet zoning minimums. 

5.  Discuss Town Plan chapter drafts.  
A.  Chapter 3, Transportation  

• Rte. 106 and Tyson Road intersection visibility.  There was consensus that the larger issue is 
more the corner of the store.  The Selectboard should address the visibility issue. 

• Minimizing traffic shortcuts and speeding along N. Puckerbrush.   
• Removal of the Irene paragraph and photo. 
• Some fine tuning to roadside vegetation.  
• Junk cars – discussed as a health concern. 
• Public Transportation - Leave The Current in.   
• There is a new paragraph regarding telecommuting and expansion of broadband. 
• Bicycle and Pedestrian – add word “roadside.”  
• Goals and Actions – reference needed for #3. 
• Steve requested date annotations for the changes and comments. 

B.  Chapter 4, Utilities and Facilities 
• Education should have its own chapter. 
• Steve thinks it may be better to use fractions for survey results - percentages are misleading.  
• Town Hall comments –The newer text meets everyone’s approval. 
• Kurt asks for a statement on the new park that the Green Spaces Committee has developed. 

C.   New Chapter 5 is Education: Since this is not on the agenda tonight this will wait for discussion. 
D.   Chapter numbers will change as a result of changes. 
E.   Economic Development Chapter 9 

• Let Jason know of businesses in Town. 
• More mention of telecommuting is appropriate. 
• Added some text for the new Puddledock Park. 
• Let’s be sure the items in this part of the plan are well supported by the survey responses.  
• Minor changes to text for communications expansions and maintaining the village center. 
• Discussed whether to summarize the important ideas that came from question 40 in survey. 

 6.   The July meeting will be on Zoom. Work on the Chapters for Education, Housing and Natural Resources.  Jason 
recorded the meeting. Jean discussed the possible options for storing the recordings and making them availa-
ble to the RPC and/or the public.  Some brief discussion on the advantages of the virtual meetings which 
might actually encourage more public input. 

7.    Kevin announced the Energy Committee did receive the grant of $1,150 to do water testing in the village      
center.   

8.   Kevin motioned to adjourn, Kurt seconded.  All were in favor. Meeting adjourned 8:54 pm 
 
Next Meeting – Monday, July 6th at 7 pm.  Zoom link from Jason. 
Respectfully submitted,  
Jean G. Goldsborough, Recorder 

http://www.lapizzalupo.com/home/
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1_wONzpK7hk2hdi_8pzuZVh2XbOqxpdhE/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1_wONzpK7hk2hdi_8pzuZVh2XbOqxpdhE/view?usp=sharing
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DID YOU HOLD OFF FILING YOUR INCOME TAXES??   
 
Don't forget to file form HS-122 Vermont Homestead Declaration AND Property Tax 

Credit Claim by     July 15, 2020 

Homestead Declaration- Reading parcel owners who have their domicile in Reading are 
required to file a Vermont Homestead Declaration this year on or before July 15!  
 
This is the criteria for determining income sensitivity eligibility for any residential state-
wide educational property tax adjustment. Individual circumstances may require filing 
for an income tax extension. Remind your tax preparer of the annual Vermont Home-
stead filing requirement and the date for filing. There are no extensions for the Home-
stead  Declaration  Late Filings  are subject to late penalties.  
  
Per the Selectboard there will not be any waiving of penalties! 
 
Non-residents- These parcel owners pay the non- resident state-wide education tax only adjusted for 
the Local CLA.  Impact of not filing Homestead Declaration-If you have your domicile in Reading and 
fail to file a declaration, you are subject to paying any difference between the residential and non-
residential education tax plus a substantial penalty.  

 

Get Ready to Compost 

As of July 1, 2020, food scraps are banned 

from the trash.  Compost them in your 

backyard, bring them to the transfer   

station or pay for pick up. 

From Garbage to Garden….. 
 

Happy 4th of  July 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Celebrate Safely 
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Health Officer Note……………………… 
 
Stay safe, stay masked in crowds, and WASH YOUR HANDS OFTEN! 
 
VICTORY GARDENS were started at the end of World War I during the social distancing that accompa-
nied the global 1918 Spanish Flu pandemic.  Many people are experiencing a disruption in our food supply 
chain now.  Even if you aren’t struggling to get enough food there are many good reasons to start a food 
garden. 
 
The truth is growing nutrient-rich fruits and vegetables is one of the best health insurance policies you 
can take out. People who grow more vegetables tend to eat more vegetables; people who eat more         
vegetables tend to be healthier; and healthy people are far less likely to get seriously sick with COVID-19.  
Visit the Reading Greenhouse to purchase seeds or plants that are already started.   It’s not too late in 
the season.   
 
Here are ten good reasons to start your garden today.   
 1.  Self-reliance  2.  Sense of Purpose  3.  Children can learn about horticulture   
 4. Cleaner, Safer Food  5.  Get more fruits and Veggies in your Diet    
 6.  Reduce your risk of chronic Disease  7.  Get outside 

 8.  Reduce your Grocery Bill  9. Build up your strength  10.  Grow it forward. 
 

Anxiety is high due to COVID-19 and the rioting that is occurring throughout many states.  Anxiety and 
stress raise the hormone Cortisol in your body causing a variety of symptoms like high blood pressure, 
changes in mood, rapid weight gain…just to name a few.  Below are a few ways to reduce your anxiety  
 
 1. Assess Your Nutrition    Are you drinking enough water? How many brain-healthy foods have you 

been eating each day? A healthy outside begins on the inside. 
 

2. Work Your Body   It’s no secret that exercising releases endorphins that make us feel good. As you 
improve your physical health, your mental health will improve, too. 
 
3. Practice Gratitude   Did you know that practicing gratitude causes real changes in your brain that 
enhance brain function and make you feel better? If you want your brain to work better, practice being 
grateful for the good things in your life. 
 
4. Shake Up Your Perspective   Change your life by changing your mind. The power lies in challeng-
ing your old perspective – begin focusing on the positive. 

 
TICKS are out and biting. When walking in the tall grass or hiking wear long pants and long sleeve shirts. 

Check your body carefully when you go inside to make certain there aren’t any hitch hikers. Check 
your pets as well to make certain they aren’t bringing them in your house.  

 
 
Stay safe and well. 
Mary Springer     
Reading Town Health Officer 
802-484-7431 
maryspringer5@comcast.net  
 

Need a cloth face mask to wear?  
Are you over 60? 

Please contact the Aging In Place organization  
to receive your free cloth mask. 

E-mail:  aginginplace@googlegroups.com Or 
Phone:  802-952-0097 
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PLUMBING & HEATING  

CONTRACTOR 
 

Malagash Road PO Box 183 

Reading, Vermont  05062 

 

 

EDWARD ALLEN                       (802) 484-5580 

Law Office of 

SPRINGER & KELLY, P.C. 
12 Depot Avenue 

Post Office Box 245 
Windsor, Vermont 05089 

(802) 674-2649                                              
Fax: (802) 674-2990  

Springerlaw1@comcast.net 

LOGGING & LAND CLEARING                                 SANDING 
BRUSH CHIPPING                                        SNOW PLOWING 
BUSH HOGGING                                      LIGHT EXCAVATION 
 

ROLLING MEADOWS FARM 
CUSTOM FARMING 

David Goodhouse * 484-5540 
 
 
 

Ruff Works Rehabilitation  
Canine Physical Therapy  
 
Annie Rubright, P.T., CCRT 
Reading, VT 
annie@Ruff-Works.com 
cell (802) 738-5680  
                                                                                                
Certified Canine Rehabilitation Therapist  

CRI 

James Cloud 
Logging & Trucking  

 
READING, VT 
802-484-5946 

Firewood                                      Snowplowing 

 

 
TREE PRESERVATION 

802.484.5539 
Experienced•Insured•References 

KRIS BLANCHARD 
Northeast Rural Resource Management, LLC 

Member National Arborist Association 

Congratulations to Woodstock High School Senior, Nicholas Bishop, this year’s recipient 

of the 13th annual Paul Robbins Community Service Award.  Nicholas will be attending 

the University of Connecticut for a degree in Engineering.  Nick’s community service has 

been with the Reading PTO, Reading Rec Commission, Reading Fire Dept. and as a tutor 

at the High School for underclassman.  Best wishes to you from all of us.   
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Reading Historical Society—Preserving the past for the future  
Study the History of A Different Pandemic 
 
In light of the current pandemic, we all learned or were reminded that the country was hit with a different pan-
demic 102 years ago, in 1918. 
 
Stop and think for a minute of how things were different then. Much less technology, for one thing. Perhaps peo-
ple relied on social gatherings much more than we do now. There was an understanding of how a virus spread, 
but probably the people struck with that pandemic didn’t know as much as we do now. 
 
According to the Vermont Historical Society, 43,735 people became sick, and 1,772 people died during the 1918 
pandemic, also known as the Spanish flu. In the 1910 census, the population of Vermont was almost 356,000. 
The numbers of infected and dead are much lower now, but we still need to be careful. 
 
In 2122—102 years into the future—Vermonters will look back at this pandemic as part of their history as we 
look back on the 1918 pandemic as part of ours. What will they see? What will they learn from this experience? 
Will how we handled the coronavirus be a model for future generations? 
 
For more information on the 1918 pandemic in Vermont, visit https://vermonthistory.org/flu-epidemic-1918. 
 

Stephen D’Agostino  

To The Community Members of Reading--- 

Thank you for all the help!! 
 
It was great to see so many people out and about on Green Up 
Day.  A lot of roadside trash was put in the proper place, the 
transfer station!  I thank you all for your enthusiasm and ef-
fort. 
 
A special thank you to the following people:  Calista Brennan, 
Esther Allen, and Stephen D’Agostino who helped coordinate 
communication pieces, Kevin and Lisa Kaija for coordinating 
the scavenger hunt, Kerry Rosenthal for serenading us at our 
50th Anniversary celebration, and the Reading Recreation 
Committee for sponsoring the music and the scavenger hunt 
prizes. 
 
Green Up Vermont is a non-profit organization, which means 
they must raise the funds for a large portion of their             
operating expenses.  Please consider supporting their efforts 
at www.greenupvermont.org. 
 
Lastly, please email me information about your Green Up Day 
experiences which helps the organization with sponsorships:  
how many bags did you fill, what roads and estimated      
mileage did you clean, how many tires did you collect, what 
was the strangest item you collected, did you find any areas 
that need extra attention, any feedback to improve Green Up 
Day going forward?  
Marie Anderson/Reading Green Up Coordinator 2020    
mfkjanderson@gmail.com  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Robot 
By  

Oliver 
Lord 

“Beep-obot” by Carter VanZandt  

http://www.greenupvermont.org/
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Reading– West Windsor  

Here to help our neighbors 
……… 

Website:  rwwfoodshelf.org  
Monday 2:00 to 4:00 (Food Shelf) 

Thursday 4:00 to 6:00   

(Thrift Store & Food Shelf)  

Located at 3456 Tyson Road  
in South Reading at the Stone School House  

The Thrift Store is open to anyone, not just food 
shelf members.  Please feel free to stop in 

Inquiries please contact  
Sara Norcross 484-5097 

Dana Waters 802-291-3299 
To send a donation please mail to:  

Reading– West Windsor Food Shelf  

PO Box 384 Brownsville, VT 05037 

Meeting Schedule 

Town Contact Information  
  

 Town Clerk/Treasurer Office 

 
NOW OPEN BY  

APPOINTMENT ONLY 
PLEASE CALL 802-484-7250  

DROP BOX AVAILABLE IN THE 
HALLWAY  

Masks are required—thank you  
 

Mon, Tues, Wed,  8 am—4 pm 
Thursday  7:30 am—3:00 pm 

Website: www.readingvt.govoffice.com 
Email: readingvermont@comcast.net 

 
Fire Warden - Fire Burning Permits 

Nathan Willard      484-0094  
Greg Smith      802-384-2101 

  

 Post Office  Iiri Makkonen   484-5994 
Retail Counter 

Monday – Friday 
9:30 am-12:30 pm, 1:30 pm—4:30 pm 

Saturday Retail Counter 
9:00 to 12:00 

Lobby 
                 Monday – Friday                        Saturday 
                     8 am to 5 pm                        8am to 12pm  

 Library 
484-5588 

Tuesday 12:00 to 3:30, 4:00 to 7:00 
Thursday 10:00 to 1:30, 2:00 to 5:00  

Saturday 10:00 to 2:00 
  

 Listers  484-7258 
Office Hours: Monday & Tuesday 8 - 11AM 

Email: rtownhall_464@comcast.net 
  

 Reading Elementary School 

484-7230 
Reading Planning Commission 

readingvt.plancomm@gmail.com  

Emergency Telephone Numbers  

Fire and Ambulance 911 

State Police 911 

Domestic/Sexual Violence Hotline 
866-348-WISE (9473) 
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 

 
  1 2 3 4 

5 6  Plan comm Mtg. 

7 pm   
   

7 Fire & Rescue                             

7 pm    

8 Recreation  

Commission 6 pm  
Library   

9 10 11 

12 13  Select board 

Mtg.  6 pm  
 

14 
15  Mt. Ascutney 

1-6 pm     

Blood Drive  

16 Green Space  

      6 PM  at Library 
 

17 18 

19 20 21 22  Cemetery 

Commission 6 pm 
Town Hall  

23 24 25 

26 27 28 Library Board  

6 pm  

29 30 31  

July  2020 Please note that meetings may be held by ZOOM due to the State restrictions   


