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Wastewater in Reading 
FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS 

 

WHY 
Installing a wastewater system in Felchville would: 

· Safeguard the quality of drinking water 
· Protect surface water and downstream ecology from contamination 
· Improve vitality of town by enabling development of vacant properties, building town 

resiliency and broadening tax base 
 

WHO 
The wastewater project would involve 78 parcels in Felchville, along Route 106, Tyson Road, Mill Street 
and Niagara Street. The system will be maintained by the town, which will include regular pumping of 
solids from holding tanks at each individual property. 
 

WHAT 
The Feasibility Study looked at 11 different possible solutions and recommended a STEP system that 
would send wastewater (effluent) from individual properties to a community leachfield. 
 

What is a STEP system? 
STEP = Septic Tank & Effluent Pump 
STEP systems collect wastewater from each connected property. The solids settle in a tank at the 
property and the effluent is sent to a common leach field via underground pipes, using pumps as 
needed.  
 

Will it be Unsightly or Smell? 
There will be little visual evidence of the system. Holding tanks and pipes will be underground and the 
leachfield will be a fairly flat area, which could be used as recreational space. 
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COST 
There are 2 cost components for a wastewater disposal system: 

· Cost of build: this would include building the leachfield, installing pipes and pumps to reach the 
leachfield, upgrading individual holding tanks as needed, connecting to individual properties. 

· A combination of private and public funding, including grants and loans, from federal, state, 
town and private sources would be used to pay for construction. The goal is to have most of these 
costs covered by grants and outside funding, so that any loan needed would be minimal. Any 
loans would likely require a bond, to be approved by town residents; loans are usually 0% interest 
and the term can be extended to increase affordability. 

· Cost to use: this would be the cost to maintain the system and would typically be paid for by 
those connected to the system. Usage would likely be determined the number of ERUs 
(equivalent residential units) on residential and commercial properties. Usage by municipal 
buildings would be part of the town budget that all town ratepayers contribute to through taxes. 

 
In order for a complete funding package to be approved, the cost to users would need to be 
considered “affordable”, which is no more the 2% of the town’s median household income. At this 
time, that would be equivalent to approximately $140/month. The actual cost for users in other small 
Vermont towns, with less than 150 connections, ranges from $40 – 90/month, so the rate could likely be 
less than $140/month. As a comparison, this is considerably less than the $400 monthly cost of a 10-year 
HELOC (Home Equity Line of Credit) for the $50,000 cost of a new septic system.  
 

How long will it last? 
The system is designed to have additional capacity so it could accommodate residential and/or 
commercial development beyond current needs. The expected life of the system would be 40+ years. 
 

Will I have to connect? 
This decision would ultimately be made by the town. The project could be done in phases. It might be 
more cost effective to make as many connections as possible in the initial phases of the project, with 
follow-on connections determined on an as-needed basis.  
 

I’m not in the village, why should I want to move forward? 
A wastewater system will protect the quality of drinking water, reduce environmental risks and support 
community vitality and growth. Development of currently vacant properties will lead to a larger Grand 
List, which should reduce tax burden for all properties. Non-connected residents will pay only a share of 
the cost for municipal buildings to be connected to the system. 
 

If we do nothing 
Older individual septic systems could fail and would be the responsibility of the property owner to 
replace. Underutilized commercial and residential properties would require substantial investment to 
install new septic systems, possibly leaving them empty due to the high cost, which translates to lost 
property value and tax base.  
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